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Dear Workshop Participant, 

We are very pleased that you will be participating in the ‘Policy 

development and confi dence building workshop for civil society leaders 

and policy makers from the Black Sea region’.

Designed for about 35 innovative thinkers ranging from people working 

in civil society organisations, researchers in policy think tanks, and policy 

makers from the Black Sea region, it will provide a forum to discuss 

and develop practical, equitable and sustainable solutions to regional 

policy problems of democratic institution building, human rights and 

co-operative security policy. 

We have prepared a challenging programme in 14 working sessions and 

encourage you to actively participate.

As you know, the Black Sea region faces a number of turning points 

in 2014. The confl ict between Russia and Ukraine presents a serious 

challenge to the pan-European security order; the EU is in the process of 

re-formulating its Eastern Neighbourhood policy as well as its approach 

to the Black Sea region, which is of vital strategic importance; protracted 

confl icts, closed borders and strategic rivalries have weakened institutions 

of governance and allowed democratic rule of law to deteriorate; indeed, 

in a number of domestic contexts, the discourse on human rights and 

democracy is under great strain. 
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This moment deserves refl ection. What are the conceptual issues that 

need to be re-thought in the light of recent developments, and what are 

the best and worst case scenarios for the region? Do priorities need to 

be re-ordered in order to achieve long-lasting solutions to cope with the 

considerable transnational challenges the Black Sea region faces? 

This fi ve-day immersion workshop is co-organised by the Council of 

Europe and the School of Public Policy at Central European University, 

and it will allow you to share your experiences and concerns and will 

encourage collaborative discourse, research and action – based on mutual 

trust – on issues broadly linked to the core Council of Europe mandates. 

It aims at focusing conversations and analysis around the far-reaching 

conceptual issues that will shape the region within the next fi ve years.

We are looking forward to welcoming you to Budapest and wish you an 

engaging stay!

Ambassador Piotr Świtalski Professor Wolfgang Reinicke

Director of Policy Planning Dean

Council of Europe CEU School of Public Policy



The workshop is organised for around 35 participants from seven 

countries from the geographical region around the Black Sea, i.e. 

Russia, Ukraine, Moldova, Romania, Bulgaria, Turkey and Georgia. It 

brings together opinion leaders from different backgrounds, such as 

scholars associated with innovative policy think tanks, entrepreneurs, 

journalists, civic activists and human rights defenders with several years 

of professional experience. 

The entire workshop will be held in English. To render it as interactive 

as possible, a number of selected participants will be invited to make 

presentations or to act as discussants at different occasions during the 

workshop.
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Participants arrive in Budapest (morning)

13.45 Registration

14.00 Catered lunch at Central European University

15.00 Workshop Opening and Welcome Remarks

 • Wolfgang H. Reinicke l Dean, School 

  of Public Policy at CEU

 • Amb. Piotr Świtalski l Director of Policy Planning, 

  Council of Europe 

15.30–17.00 Opening Debate

  The Future of Democracy, Security and Economic

  Policy in the Region. 

  A conversation with Thomas Carothers and 

  Gerald Knaus, moderated by Matteo Fumagalli.

19.30 Welcome Dinner – Informal Introductions



P
ro

g
ra

m
m

e

6

TUESDAY — 7 October 2014

 DEMOCRACY (morning)

 Thomas Carothers

9.30 Session I

  • Do democracy indicators matter? Vibrant democracy 

and its ‘hardware’/’software’ indicators. Can institutional 

confi gurations be verifi ed through check lists? Can a certain 

‘temperament’, a type of public debate, be measured as 

part of a technocratic assessment?

  • Democracy, democratisation and backsliding: the closing 

space for international democracy and rights support and 

for civil society. 

10.45 Coffee break

11.00 Session II

  • Pull and push factors: democratisation from within and 

without.

  • The problems of political party development and of 

international support for party development.

  • Civil society development and activism: new tools.

12.45 Lunch break

 VALUE CONFLICTS AND HUMAN RIGHTS (afternoon)

 Gerald Knaus, Ulrich Speck

 

14.00 Session III

  • Human rights in the region in fl ux.
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  • The role of the EU and the Council of Europe: instruments, 

scope of and limits to European soft power in the region.

  • The role of international civil society organisations and 

coalitions working on human rights in the region.

15.30 Coffee break

15.45 Session IV

  Breakout groups: 

  • Russia and the Council of Europe.

  • Turkey and basic rights (fair trial, freedom of information, 

non-discrimination).

  • Ukraine, Moldova and Georgia and the future of human 

rights.

WEDNESDAY — 8 October 2014

 HUMAN RIGHTS – continued (morning)

 Gerald Knaus, Ulrich Speck

 

9.00 Session V

  • Presentations of fi ndings by participants.

  • What is truly new in the challenges to human values in the 

region in light of recent broader developments? 

  • Assessing the instruments available under the current 

conditions. 

12.15 Lunch break
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 POLITICAL ECONOMY (afternoon)

13.30 Session VI

  Béla Greskovits

  • Varieties of capitalism in East-Central Europe.

  • The rise of state capitalism in Asia and Eastern Europe.

 

15.15 Session VII

  Ágnes Bátory

  • Corruption: causes and consequences.

  • Can corruption be controlled? Bottom-up vs top-down 

approaches.

16.30 Coffee break

16.45 Session VIII

  Béla Greskovits

  • The role of economic ties in shaping responses to the 

current crisis.

  • Foreign trade, economic sanctions, and political coalitions 

in hard times.

THURSDAY — 9 October 2014

 ENERGY DIPLOMACY

9.00 Session IX

  Wolfgang Sporrer 

  • Examining energy markets: the Third Energy Package, the 

crisis of the European gas market and the end of long-term 

contracts, as well as the impact of the ‘Energiewende’. 
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  • The quest for diversifi cation of gas fl ows, by suppliers as 

well as by consumers, of both routes and sources: the 

planning of mega projects (TANAP, Nabucco, TAP, South 

Stream).

  • Russian gas fl ows through Ukraine to Europe – are they in 

danger? Are there short-term alternatives?

  • How can the interests of the various stakeholders be 

brought together to advance security of supply for Europe 

as well as security of demand for suppliers?

10.45 Coffee break

 SECURITY CHALLENGES IN EURASIA

 Matteo Fumagalli, Xymena Kurowska, 

 Tetyana Malyarenko, Nina Y. Belyaeva 

11.00 Session X

  Matteo Fumagalli, Nina Y. Belyaeva 

  • Global Order in a G-Zero world.

  • Emerging security challenges in the Eurasian space. 

  • Russia and the world.

12.45 Lunch break

13.45 Session XI

  Tetyana Malyarenko, Matteo Fumagalli

  • Tools to manage seemingly intractable confl icts.

  • De-escalating gestures and peace-building measures.

15.30 Coffee break
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15.45 Session XII

  Xymena Kurowska, Matteo Fumagalli

  • European security regime(s).

  • The crisis of the European order.

  • Finding solutions that last: the role of regional organisations 

in confi dence building, mediation and confl ict resolution.

18.30 Closing Dinner (boat)

FRIDAY — 10 October 2014

 COLLABORATIVE THINKING, COLLECTIVE ACTION (morning)

 

9.30 Session XIII

   Do evidence and analysis still matter in policy debates?

  MODERATOR: Goran Buldioski

  PANELISTS:  Giorgi Gogia l Nicholas Whyte l Péter Krekó

  This interactive session will challenge participants to refl ect 

on why and how data and analysis still matter. The ongoing 

confl ict in Ukraine serves as a prime example of how rational 

discourse and evidence-based analysis is displaced in an 

environment where emotion and symbolism are prevalent. 

What approaches should policy researchers use to counter 

propaganda? Will the old methods give the same validity and 

reliability of fi ndings? How should policy analysts try to reach 

out to broader segments of the public in times of crisis? The 

attention is more on formats and means of delivering analysis. 

To be heard, do we have to shout louder and more often or 

speak differently and to different groups? In sum, how can 

policy think tanks resist omnipresent propaganda 

and sophisticated ways of manipulation? 
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11.00 Coffee break

11.15 Session XIV

  The role of think tanks in second-track diplomacy

  MODERATOR: Vladyslav Galushko

  PANELISTS:  Sergi Kapanadze l Nigar Göksel l Sabine Freizer

  The second panel will discuss how policy researchers cope 

with protracted policy uncertainty and the policy vacuum 

that has emerged during the crisis. Some crises do not have 

one good solution. Because the annexation of Crimea put the 

whole European security system into question, many national 

governments are operating in an unknown terrain and are 

likely to pursue piecemeal approaches. How do policy analysts 

adjust to this? How do policy innovators in the region perceive 

the confl ict, and what can be done to foster collaborative 

research to build confi dence? What themes/topics are likely 

to generate co-operation among researchers in the region, 

and why? What would be the goals and intellectual framework 

of that co-operation?

12.30 Refl ection and Workshop Closing

  Matteo Fumagalli

13.15 Workshop Evaluation

  Pusa Nastase

13:50 Family Foto

14.00 Farewell Luncheon

Participants’ departure (afternoon)
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Tuesday, 7 October

 Democracy (morning)

 • T. Carothers and S. Brechenmacher, Closing Space: International Democracy 

and Human Rights Support Under Fire (Carnegie Report, February 2014)

 • R. Youngs, ‘Misunderstanding the Maladies of Liberal Democracy 

Promotion’, in C. Hobson and M. Kurki, eds., The Conceptual Politics of 

Democracy Promotion (Routledge, 2011), pp. 100–16

 Human Rights (afternoon)

 • European Convention on Human Rights (Preamble and Articles 1–11)

 • CSCE Charter of Paris for a New Europe, pp. 1–12

 • I. Burgess, ‘Evaluating the Evaluators: Media Freedom Indexes and What 

They Measure’ (National Endowment for Democracy, 2010) 

 • V. Havel, Europe as Task (Address in Aachen, 15 May 1996)

 • V. Havel, The Power of the Powerless (1978)

 • P. Benenson, ‘The Forgotten Prisoners’ (Amnesty International, 1961)

 • S. Moyn, ‘Human Rights in History’ (The Nation, 10 August 2010)

 • S. Moyn, Keynote address to ‘The New History of International Law’ lecture 

series, Duke University (2009)

 • B. Cooper, ‘New Birth of Freedom’ (review of Moyn’s book), NYT Sunday 

Book Review (24 September 2010)

Wednesday, 8 October

 Political Economy (afternoon)

 • D. Bohle and B. Greskovits, ‘Neoliberalism, embedded neoliberalism 

and neocorporatism: Towards transnational capitalism in Central-Eastern 

Europe’, West European Politics (2007, Vol. 30:3) 443–466

 • A. Kohli, ‘Nationalist Versus Dependent Capitalist Development: Alternate 

Pathways of Asia and Latin America in a Globalized World’, Studies in 

Comparative International Development (2009, Vol. 44:4) 386–410 



R
e
a
d
in

g
s

13

 • M. Myant and J. Drahokoupil, ‘International Integration, Varieties of 

Capitalism and Resilience to Crisis in Transition Economies’, Europe-Asia 

Studies (2012, Vol. 64:1) 1–33

 • R. Karklins, The System Made Me Do It – Corruption in Post-Communist 

Societies (M.E. Sharpe, 2005), Chapter 5: Political Legacies: Old Habits 

Die Hard, pp. 74–89

 • B. Rothstein, ‘Anti-corruption: the indirect ‘big bang’ approach’, Review of 

International Political Economy (2011, 18:2), 228–250

Thursday, 9 October

 Energy Diplomacy (morning)

 • D. Yergin, The Quest: Energy, Security and the Remaking of the Modern 

World (Penguin 2011) Chapter 2: The Caspian Derby. 

 • S. Pirani, J. Stern, and K. Yafi mava, The Russo-Ukrainian gas dispute of 

January 2009: a comprehensive assessment (Oxford Institute for Energy 

Studies, February 2009)

 • J. Stern and H. Rogers, The Transition to Hub-Based Gas Pricing in 

Continental Europe (Oxford Institute for Energy Studies, March 2011)

 • C.E. Ziegler, ‘Energy Pipeline Networks and Trust: The European Union 

and Russia in Comparative Perspective’, International Relations 

(2013, Vol. 27: 3) 3–29

 Security

 • Z. Brzezinski, ‘Putin’s three choices on Ukraine’, The Washington Post 

(8 July 2014)

 • F. Zakaria and Z. Brzezinski, CNN GPS, 20 July 2014 (Transcript)

 • H. Kissinger, ‘To settle the Ukraine crisis, start at the end’, The Washington 

Post (5 March 2014) 

 • Z. Brzezinski, ‘Russia needs to be offered a ‘Finland option’ for Ukraine’, 

Financial Times (22 February 2014)

 • H. Kissinger, ‘Essay on the Assembly of a New World Order’, Wall Street 

Journal (29 August 2014)

 • I. Bremmer, N. Roubini, ‘A G-Zero’ World, Foreign Affairs (Mar/Apr 2011, 

Vol. 90:2), 2–7
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 • OECD, Preventing Violence, War and State Collapse: The Future of Confl ict 

Early Warning and Response (2009)

 • H. Hansen and S. Nemeth, ‘IO Mediation of Interstate Confl icts: Moving 

beyond the Global versus Regional Dichotomy’, Journal of Confl ict 

Resolution (2008, Vol. 52:2), 295–325  

 • H. Wulf (ed.), Still Under Construction: Regional Organisations’ Capacities 

for Confl ict Prevention, Institute for Development and Peace, University of 

Duisburg/Essen (INEF-Report 97), 2009

 • J. Galtung, Transcend and Transform. An Introduction to Confl ict Work 

(Pluto Press, 2004), intoduction

 • C. Webel and J. Galtung, Handbook of Peace and Confl ict Studies 

(Routledge, 2007), pp. 14–35

 • J. Galtung and C. Jacobsen, Searching for Peace: The Road to Transcend 

(Pluto Press, 2000), introduction

Friday, 10 October

 Collective Action

 • N. Göksel, ‘Turkey’s Russia conundrum: To court or to curb?’, FRIDE Policy 

Brief (#185), September 2014
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AIRPORT TRANSFER

Your airport transfer is arranged by the Central European University. 

When you exit Budapest Airport’s terminal, please look for the Airport 

shuttle desk. The reservation is made under each participant’s name. 

You will be directed to the minibus. 

Telephone (24 hours a day): +36 1 296 8555

ACCOMMODATION

Ibis City Hotel Budapest

Akácfa utca 1–3

1072 Budapest, Hungary 

Phone: (+36 1) 478 3050

E-mail: H1681@accor.com

http://www.ibis.com/gb/hotel-1681-ibis-budapest-city/index.shtml

When you check in at the hotel, you will be given a welcome bag 

containing this booklet and a public transportation pass valid for the 

week.
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COURSE LOCATION

The course will take place at the 

Central European University (CEU).

Central European University

Nádor utca 9

1051 Budapest, Hungary

The walk from the hotel to the university takes approximately 

25 minutes. Please see the map below for directions.

You can also take public transportation. Walk to Blaha Lujza metro 

station (2 minutes) and take the red metro line in the direction of 

Déli Pályaudvar. Get off after 2 stops at Deák Ferenc metro station. 

Walk to the university (5 minutes). Please see the map below for 

directions.
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Coffee breaks and buffet lunches will be served in front of the Auditorium, 

the main conference room. All university buildings are equipped with 

restrooms. Vending machines with drinks and snacks are located in 

the main lobbies of the CEU buildings, and there are two cafeterias on 

campus. Smoking is strictly prohibited within fi ve meters of all building 

entrances; CEU has designated smoking areas at the campus. A cash 

machine is available in the main CEU building. 

A multi-faith quiet lounge and prayer room can be accessed on campus 

for participants to have an opportunity to unwind and meditate. There 

is a designated room for participants with young children for quiet 

time or nursing. The CEU Medical Center is open to participants with a 

valid medical insurance card. There are two qualifi ed English-speaking 

doctors (male and female) who hold regular consultation hours.

Should you bring your laptop, European plugs (220V) will be available. 

Wifi  is available on campus.

Network name: LAPTOP_AREA with no password in Nádor 9 building.
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COURSE COORDINATORS 

Ilona Ilma ILYES 

Email: ilyesi@ceu.hu

Mobile: +36 30 301 3733 

Dumitrita HOLDIS

Email: holdisd@ceu.hu

Mobile: +36 20 533 6708



L
o
g
is

ti
c
a
l 

In
fo

rm
a
ti

o
n

19

MONDAY — 6 October

The course will begin with registration at 1:45 pm at CEU. Please arrive 

at 9 Nádor Street by 1:40 pm. Registration will be in front of the CEU 

Auditorium. A catered welcome lunch will be served starting at 2:00 pm 

at the same location.

CEU Main Entrance

Nádor utca 9

Ground Floor
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VENUE: 

Trófea Restaurant

1061 Budapest

Király Street 30–32

Central European University to Trófea Restaurant
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The closing dinner and 

Danube cruise will take place 

starting from 6:30 pm 

on Attila Boat.

DEPARTURE

Vigadó Square, Dock 2

ARRIVAL

Jászai Mari Square
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 Capital city: Budapest

 Population: ~ 9,979,000

 Population of Budapest

 ~ 1,733,685 (only the city)

 3,284,110 (metropolitan area)

 Language: Hungarian

 Religion

 54.5% Catholic, 19.5% Protestant, 0,2% other Christians, 

 0.1% orthodox Christian, 0.1% Jewish, 0,1% other.

 Electric plug details: European plug (220V) with two circular metal pins

 Country Dialing Code

 Hungary: 0036 or +36 (00361 or +361 – for Budapest)

 To dial Hungarian numbers from Hungary you can dial: 

 06 + 1 xxx xxxx (Budapest), or 

 for cellular phone: 06 + 2/3/7 + 0 + xxx xxxx.

 Weather Overview

 October has pleasant sunny days with some rain in Budapest. Nights 

get colder and frost prevails more often than not as the month con-

tinues. We recommend that you pack sweaters and jackets because 

temperatures drop in the evenings. The weather can change quickly. 

It can be sunny with temperatures as high as 16°C/60°F, or as low 

as 7°C/44°F with thunderstorms and rain.

 Money

 The Hungarian currency is the Hungarian Forint (HUF).

 1 EUR = 316 HUF, 1 USD = 245 HUF

 You usually CANNOT pay in Euros or US dollars. You can change 

money at the airport or train stations, but change as little as possible 

there since exchange rates at this point are bad. It is recommended 

to use one of the many ATMs or cash points across the city. 
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 Budapest has an excellent public transport system consisting of 

subways, buses, trolleys, trams and electric commuter trains called 

HEV. Public transportation runs from 4:30 am until 11 pm and is both 

regular and frequent. Night trams and buses run on an abbreviated 

schedule. Schedules are displayed at all stops and detailed system 

maps are available in all metro stations.

 Emergency Numbers

 All emergencies: 112

 Police: 107 

 Ambulance: 104 

 Fire-fi ghters: 105 
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Piotr ŚWITALSKI 
Director of Policy Planning, Council of Europe 

Piotr Świtalski is a career diplomat holding the rank of Titu-

lar Ambassador. He is currently Director of Policy Planning 

at the Council of Europe. Born in 1957 in Kutno, Poland, he 

studied at Warsaw University and Moscow State Institute of 

International Relations gaining a PhD in International Rela-

tions. In his diplomatic career, Piotr Świtalski served as Ambassador and Permanent 

Representative of Poland to the Council of Europe (2005–2010), Deputy Foreign 

Minister of Poland (2005), and Director of the Department of Strategy and Foreign 

Policy Planning of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Poland (2002–2005). He was 

Senior Diplomatic Adviser to the OSCE Secretary General (1993–1996) and posted 

as Deputy Chief of Mission to the OSCE in Vienna (1990–1993) and the UN Offi ce 

in Nairobi (1999–2002).

Wolfgang H. REINICKE
Founding Dean of School of Public Policy at CEU 

Wolfgang H. Reinicke is the founding Dean of CEU’s School 

of Public Policy. He is also president of the Global Public 

Policy Institute (GPPi) and a non-resident senior fellow in the 

Foreign Policy Studies Program at the Brookings Institution 

in Washington, DC. His areas of expertise include global 

governance, global fi nance, international economic institutions, public-private 

partnerships and global public policy networks as well as EU–US relations. Reinicke 

was a senior scholar with the Brookings Institution from 1991 to 1998 and a senior 

partner and senior economist in the Corporate Strategy Group of the World Bank in 

Washington, DC, from 1998 to 2000. From 1999 to 2000, while in Washington, 

Reinicke directed the Global Public Policy Project, which provided strategic guidance 

on global governance for the UN Secretary General’s Millennium Report. From 2000 

to 2011, he worked in the private sector as managing director of Galaxar SA in 

Geneva. He holds degrees from Queen Mary College of London University (BSc 

in Economics) and Johns Hopkins University (MA in International Relations and 

Economics). He received his MPhil and PhD in Political Science from Yale University.
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Ágnes BÁTORY 
Central European University

Ágnes Bátory is a Professor at CEU’s Department of Public 

Policy and a Research Fellow of the Center for Policy Studies. 

She holds a PhD from Cambridge University. Her research 

interests include corruption and corruption control, regulation 

and regulatory agencies, party politics and European 

integration, regional and education policy in the EU, and new modes of governance. 

She is author of The Politics of EU Accession (Manchester University Press) and 

co-editor, with Gábor Toka, of a book on voting behaviour in European elections. 

Her articles appeared, among others, in Governance, the Journal of Common Market 

Studies, the Journal of European Public Policy, Public Administration and the 

European Journal of Political Research. 

Nina Y. BELYAEVA
Moscow Higher School of Economics

Nina Y. Belyaeva is a Professor at and the head of the Public 

Policy Department at the Moscow Higher School of Economics 

at the Russian National Research University and a member 

of its academic council. Since 2006, she has been involved 

in the work of OSCE/ODIHR and with its expert panel on the 

freedom of peaceful assembly. She co-authored the ODIHR Guidelines on Freedom 

of Assembly endorsed by the Venice Commission. Belyaeva was Visiting Professor at 

Colorado College, Moscow State University Law School, Georgetown University, Salz-

burg University Law School, Johns Hopkins University, Cape Town University, UNIBO 

and the University of Sarajevo (ERMA). She earned a doctoral degree at the Institute 

of State and Law under the Academy of Sciences of the USSR on the subject of po-

litical activity of voluntary organizations in the USSR and its enabling legal regime.
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Goran BULDIOSKI
Open Society Think Tank Fund

Goran Buldioski is the Director of the Open Society Think Tank 

Fund. His expertise encompasses strategic planning and ca-

pacity building for NGOs and policy research centres, organi-

sation and project management in the non-profi t sector and 

development of democratic and participatory policy change 

in Central and Eastern Europe. Buldioski holds graduate degrees in public policy 

from CEU and in organisational behaviour from George Washington University. Be-

fore joining the Open Society Foundations, he worked for the Council of Europe, the 

Macedonian Center for International Cooperation and the National Youth Council of 

Macedonia. His articles and research papers addressing think tanks, policy-relevant 

research and democratic transition in Central and Eastern Europe have appeared in 

the European Voice, Sharp! Magazine, Turkish Policy Quarterly, LSE UNDP Develop-

ment and Transition Newsletter, the International Journal for Not-for-Profi t Law, and 

the Western Balkans Security Observer.

Thomas CAROTHERS
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace

Thomas Carothers, Distinguished Visiting Professor at SPP, 

is the Vice President for Studies at the Carnegie Endowment 

for International Peace. He is the founder and Director of the 

Democracy and Rule of Law Program, which analyses the 

state of democracy in the world and efforts by the United 

States and other countries to promote democracy. Carothers is a leading authority 

on democracy promotion and democratisation worldwide as well as an expert on US 

foreign policy. He has worked on democracy assistance projects for many public and 

private organisations and carried out extensive fi eld research on democracy-building 

efforts around the world. In addition, he has broad experience in matters dealing with 

development, human rights, rule of law and civil society development. Carothers is 

the author or editor of eight critically acclaimed books on democracy promotion and 

has published many articles in prominent journals and newspapers. He is a Senior 

Research Fellow at Nuffi eld College, Oxford University and has also taught at Johns 

Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS).
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Matteo FUMAGALLI
Central European University

Matteo Fumagalli is Associate Professor at CEU, teaching 

courses on transnational environmental politics and on post-

Soviet politics. His interests include Central Asian, Caucasian 

and post-Soviet politics more broadly; the comparative study 

of authoritarianism; international security; the politics of 

development; ethno-nationalism, migration and diasporas; state failure and collapse; 

and the ‘water-energy-food security nexus’. His recent and forthcoming publications 

include articles in the International Political Science Review, Europe-Asia Studies, 

Ethnopolitics, Central Asian Survey, Osteuropa, and Electoral Studies. Fumagalli 

serves on the advisory board of the OSF’s Central Asia Research and Training Initiative 

(CARTI), and leads the ‘Tajikistan and Afghanistan Access Program’ (OSF/HESP). He 

has consulted with the UK Ministry of Defence, the Italian Foreign Ministry, the High 

Commissioner on Ethnic Minorities (HCNM/OSCE), and the UK Ethnic Minority Law 

Centre. He regularly contributes to Oxford Analytica and Johns Hopkins University’s 

Central Asia and the Caucasus Analyst.

Sabine FREIZER
Atlantic Council

Sabine Freizer is a nonresident senior fellow with the Dinu 

Patriciu Eurasia Center and the Atlantic Council’s Program on 

Transatlantic Relations. She has twenty years of experience 

working on southeastern Europe and Eurasia. She served as 

the Europe programme director for the International Crisis 

Group (ICG) between 2009 and May 2013, supervising offi ces in Sarajevo, Pristina, 

Istanbul, Tbilisi, and Moscow. Previously she was the ICG South Caucasus director, 

and before that, she worked with the Organization for Security and Cooperation in 

Europe (OSCE) in Georgia, Azerbaijan, Uzbekistan, and Bosnia. During the 1992 

to 1995 war in Bosnia-Herzegovina, she volunteered with several humanitarian 

organizations. Dr. Freizer has written extensively on governance and rule of law 

issues, civil society development, and confl ict prevention and resolution, and she has 

regularly conducted high level advocacy on policy questions in Brussels, European 

capitals, and the United States. A graduate of Dartmouth College, Dr. Freizer has a 

PhD from the London School of Economics and a Master’s degree from the College 

of Europe (Bruges), which she gained as a Fulbright scholar. She has been a board 

member the Eurasia Partnership Foundation since 2009 and is based in Istanbul.
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s Vlad GALUSHKO
Open Society Think Tank Fund

Vlad Galushko is a Program Manager at the Open Society 

Think Tank Fund overseeing the portfolio of organisational 

development grants. Galushko started with the Think Tank 

Fund in 2011, working on institutional and core support for 

think tanks in Moldova, Ukraine and the South Caucasus. Prior 

to joining the Think Tank Fund, he was an analyst with the International Crisis Group, 

where he conducted policy research on Islamic radicalism, labour migration, ethnic 

strife and socioeconomic issues in Central Asia. Galushko has worked with a number 

of international organisations in Ukraine on election monitoring, education reform 

and scholarships. His areas of interest include civil society development, state and 

institution building processes and security challenges in transitioning democracies. 

He received a PhD in International Studies from Old Dominion University, Norfolk, 

Virginia.

Nigar GÖKSEL
Turkish Policy Quarterly

Nigar Göksel has been Editor-in-Chief of the Istanbul-based 

Turkish Policy Quarterly (TPQ) since 2002. She was simul-

taneously Senior Analyst at the European Stability Initiative 

(ESI) between 2004–2011, where she covered Turkey and the 

Caucasus. She now works part-time for ESI, particularly on 

gender rights in Turkey. In 2014, she joined FRIDE as associate fellow focusing on 

the Black Sea region. She is also a regular contributor to the German Marshall Fund’s 

‘On Turkey’ series and Al Jazeera International. Earlier in her career Göksel acted as 

Country Director for IREX, Project Manager at TESEV (Turkish Economic and Social 

Studies Foundation) and International Relations Coordinator at the ARI Movement. 

In the late 1990s, she also worked at the Azerbaijan Embassy in Washington, DC 

and the Washington offi ce of the Turkish Industry and Business Association (TÜ SI-

AD-US). 
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Béla GRESKOVITS
Central European University

Béla Greskovits is Professor at the CEU Department of Inter-

national Relations and European Studies and Department 

of Political Science. His research interests are the political 

economy of East-Central European capitalism, comparative 

economic development, social movements and democratisation. 

His most recent articles appeared in Studies in Comparative and International 

Development, Labor History, Orbis, West European Politics, Competition and 

Change, Journal of Democracy and the European Journal of Sociology. Together with 

Dorothee Bohle, he has recently co-authored a book on capitalist diversity in Europe’s 

periphery, published by Cornell University Press.

Gerald KNAUS
European Stability Initiative

Gerald Knaus is the founding Chairman of the European Sta-

bility Initiative, a policy analysis and advocacy NGO based in 

Istanbul, Berlin and Brussels. After studying in Oxford, Brus-

sels and Bologna, Knaus taught economics at the State Uni-

versity of Chernivtsi in Ukraine and spent fi ve years working 

for NGOs and international organisations in Bulgaria and Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

From 2001 to 2004, he was the director of the Lessons Learned Unit of the EU 

Pillar of the UN Mission in Kosovo. Knaus has published a number of articles and 

reports that have triggered wide public debates including ‘Travails of the European 

Raj’ on Bosnia (2003) and ‘Member State Building and the Helsinki Moment’ on the 

EU’s role in the Balkans (2004). In 2011, he co-authored, alongside Rory Stewart, 

the book Can Intervention Work? He has also co-authored more than 60 ESI reports 

as well as scripts for 12 TV documentaries on South East Europe. He is a founding 

member of the European Council on Foreign Relations and Associate Fellow at the 

Carr Center for Human Rights Policy at Harvard University’s Kennedy School, where 

he was a Visiting Fellow in 2010/2011 lecturing on state building and intervention.
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s Péter KREKÓ 
Political Capital

Péter Krekó is the Director of Political Capital Institute, a think 

tank based in Budapest. He is also an assistant professor of 

social and political psychology at ELTE University, and a co-

chair of the EU Radicalisation Awareness Network Prevention 

working group, a consultancy body for DG Home. He regularly 

serves as commentator on the leading international media. His publications include: 

A Russian Spy in Brussels, The Conspiratorial Mindset in Europe, The Role of Stereo-

types and Prejudices in Political Public Thinking, Study on the Situation of Prejudice 

and Intolerance in Hungary, Radical and Far-right Celebrities in the Private Media. 

Krekó recently defended his PhD thesis on the Social Psychology of Conspiracy 

Theories.

Xymena KUROWSKA
Central European University

Xymena Kurowska, Assistant Professor at CEU’s Department 

of International Relations and European Studies, is an IR 

theorist interested in interpretive policy analysis. She earned 

her doctoral degree from the European University Institute 

in Florence, Italy. Her research and writing concentrate on 

interdisciplinary approaches to security and international state-building with a 

focus on the EU’s security and border policies in the EU’s Eastern Neighbourhood. 

She was a Fellow of the European Foreign and Security Policy Studies Programme, 

conducting fi eldwork research on border reform in Ukraine. She is also the CEU 

principal investigator for ’Global Norm Evolution and Responsibility to Protect‘, a 

collaborative grant awarded to a consortium led by the Global Public Policy Institute 

in Berlin within the research framework ’Europe and Global Challenges’.

Tetyana MALYARENKO
Donetsk State University

Tetyana Malyarenko is Professor of Public Policy at the 

Donetsk State University of Management, Ukraine. Her princi-

pal research interests include societal and economic aspects 

of security in transition states, human security and good gov-

ernance, social confl icts and civil wars. Malyarenko has held 

visiting professorships at the Wilson Center for International Scholars, Washington 
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DC, University of California, Berkeley, the Institute for Peace and Confl icts, Univer-

sity of Granada, the University of Tromsø and the University of Gothenburg. Malya-

renko’s publications to date include fi ve books and over 50 journal articles and book 

chapters. She is a graduate of the Donetsk State University of Management (Doctor 

of Science in Public Policy), National University of Economics and Trade (Candidate 

of Science in Economics) and National Technical University (MA in Economics).

Ulrich SPECK
Carnegie Europe

Ulrich Speck is a Visiting Scholar at Carnegie Europe in 

Brussels. His research focuses on the European Union’s 

foreign policy and Europe’s strategic role in a changing global 

environment. Since 2009, he has edited the Global Europe 

Brief, a weekly EU foreign policy newsletter in wide circulation 

among decision makers in Brussels and other European capitals. From 2010 to 

2013, Speck was an Associate Fellow at the Madrid-based think tank FRIDE. Prior 

to that he worked for Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty in Prague and Brussels, and in 

2006 he was a fellow at the American Institute for Contemporary German Studies in 

Washington, DC. Speck writes a monthly foreign policy column for the Neue Zürcher 

Zeitung, a leading Swiss daily. He has published widely on German and European 

foreign policy and transatlantic relations.

Wolfgang SPORRER
Vienna Centre for Energy Diplomacy

Wolfgang Sporrer is the Chairman of the recently founded 

Vienna Centre for Energy Diplomacy. He has served in several 

capacities with the OSCE in Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

Kosovo and Albania, where he headed the Department of 

Democratization. For the EU, he served as Political Adviser 

at the Delegation of the European Commission in the Russian Federation, and as 

the Head of the Europa House (EU Offi ce) in Baku/ Azerbaijan. For the past seven 

years, Sporrer has represented the Austrian Oil and Gas Company OMV in the Caspian 

Region with a focus on developing the Nabucco Gas Pipeline Project. He studied law 

at the universities of Vienna (Austria), Louvain-La-Neuve (Belgium) and the London 

School of Economics (UK) and holds a Diploma in International Relations from Johns 

Hopkins University–SAIS.
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s Nicholas WHYTE
Independent Diplomat

Nicholas Whyte is originally from Northern Ireland, where he 

participated in the peace process in the mid-1990s as the 

central election campaigns manager for the cross-community 

Alliance Party, and has twice been an election candidate. 

He holds a doctorate from the Queen’s University of Belfast, 

where he is a Visiting Senior Research Fellow at the School of Sociology, Social Policy 

and Social Work. He has worked in Brussels since 1999, for the Centre for European 

Policy Studies, the International Crisis Group and then as head of offi ce of Indepen-

dent Diplomat. He is one of the judges of the 2015 Arthur C. Clarke Award, given to 

the best science fi ction novel fi rst published in the United Kingdom in 2014.
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Denis ALEXEEV
Russia

Denis is an Associate Professor of International Relations at 

Saratov State University. His primary focus of expertise is 

Russian foreign and security policy; his research and publica-

tions concentrate around issues of Russian policy towards 

post-Soviet states. He also works as Adjunct Professor for 

Counter-Narcotics and Illicit Traffi cking at the George C. Marshall European Center 

for Security Studies in Germany. During his academic career he has taken part in a 

number of research projects on Russia and Eurasia as a visiting scholar at the Institute 

of Slavic, East European and Eurasian Studies at the University of California and as 

a research associate at the Moscow Institute for International Relations (MGIMO). 

Denis is a member of and a Professor at the Russian Academy of Military Sciences. 

Stanislav ANDREICHUK
Russia

Stanislav chairs the Council of a regional branch of the 

Movement for Defense of Voters’ Rights (GOLOS) and heads 

the regional branch of Transparency International – Russia. 

He is an Associate Professor at Polzunov Altai State Technical 

University in Barnaul and lectures on political marketing and 

foreign affairs. He holds a degree in history. From 2005 to January 2014, he was 

a member of regional Political Council of the Republican Party of Russia (RPR-

PARNAS). In 2010, Stanislav participated in the founding congress of the EU-Russia 

Civil Society Forum in Prague. 

Mihai BADEA
Romania

Mihai is an economist with strong expertise in public adminis-

tration. He earned his MSc in Urban Management at the Institute 

for Housing and Urban Development Studies, Erasmus University 

of Rotterdam. He was elected Bucharest City Councillor in his 

early twenties and later worked for the Romanian government 
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s on emergency situations. In December 2008, he was appointed Chief of Sector 1 

Mayor’s Offi ce. In 2011, he became deputy manager in one of the institutions 

functioning under the Sector 1 Mayor’s authority, the Education and Sanitary 

Administration, a position from which he recently resigned. Mihai is now involved in 

the civil society project ‘Manifest pentru Tine’, an association whose main purpose 

is to monitor and amend public local administrations decisions in light of the public 

good. 

Denis CENUSA
Moldova

Denis is an Associated Expert at the Think Tank ‘Expert-Grup’. 

He holds a Master’s degree in European Interdisciplinary 

Studies from the College of Europe (Natolin, Warsaw, 2013) 

and a Master’s degree in Political Science from the State 

University of Moldova (2007). His research interests include 

political economy, European integration, migration, energy security, open governance 

and Eurasian integration initiatives. Between 2009 and 2012, he served as Editor-

in-Chief of the information portal www.europa.md that refl ects on European affairs 

and in particular on Moldova’s European integration. He also co-ordinated several 

projects concerning regional security and bilateral relations between Moldova and 

Ukraine within the East-East Program of the Soros Foundation Moldova (2009 

and 2012). Denis is the author and co-author of a range of policy papers, studies 

and commentaries related to European integration, trade economy and Eurasian 

integration processes.

Andrei CURĂRARU
Moldova

Andrei is a Senior Consultant with the Supreme Security Council 

Service of the Republic of Moldova. He became a public servant 

in 2009, focusing on national security threats arising from the 

regional situation, the reform of the security sector and the 

economic challenges as potential national security threats. He 

received his BSc from the Free International University of Moldova in 2006, an LLM 

from the same university (2008) and is currently undertaking PhD studies in Public 

Law. After serving for four years as a lecturer at the Free International University, he 

became the Vice-Dean for studies of the Law Faculty. Since 2009, Andrei has been 

actively involved in civil society activities, serving as project co-ordinator with the 

International Youth Union. 
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sNataliya DATCHENKO
Ukraine

Nataliya worked for fi ve years as project manager at the Luhansk 

branch of the Ukrainian Social Investment Fund (USIF). 

She then joined the ’Bibliomost’ program (administered by 

IREX) as regional project manager for the Luhansk and Kyiv 

oblasts where she coordinated activities that focused on the 

modernisation of public libraries. In 2011, she became the deputy director of the 

Lviv regional branch of the USIF. She is a graduate of the East-Ukrainian Volodymyr 

Dahl National University in Luhansk (Master in Public Administration, 2008).

Gennadiy DRUZENKO 
Ukraine

Gennadiy graduated cum laude from Kyiv T. Shevchenko 

National University in 2000 and obtained an LLM in European 

Law from the University of Aberdeen (UK) in 2008. He is also 

an alumnus of the Ukrainian School for Political Studies. He 

worked for the Ministry of Justice of Ukraine as deputy director 

of the European and Comparative Law Centre (2001–2004) and for the Ukrainian 

Parliament as the head of staff of the Committee on European Integration (2010–

2011). In 2004–2007, he served as Vice President of the Institute for European 

Integration, a Polish NGO based in Rzeszow, and is still a pro bono member of its 

Board. As a Fulbright scholar (2009–2010), he carried out research at the Woodrow 

Wilson International Center for Scholars in Washington, DC. In 2011–2012, Gennadiy 

was a Regional Development Co-ordinator of the USAID ’Local Investment and 

National Competiveness‘ project and in 2013–2014, he led an EU law practice as 

a partner of the ’Constructive Lawyers‘ Law Firm. In June 2014, he was appointed a 

Government Commissioner for Ethnonational Policy. He has a number of publications 

in Ukrainian as well as in English, Russian and Spanish.

Aleksandr EFREMOV
Russia

Aleksandr is a Lecturer at the Department of Political Science 

at Moscow State University and serves as leading expert at 

its Department for Innovations and International Scientifi c 

Co-operation. He researches ethno-political confl icts in the 

modern system of international relations and participates 
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s in the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues. In his journalistic 

work, he covered Chechnya, Dagestan, Gaza and the Koreas. Aleksandr defended his 

PhD at Lomonosov MSU in Political Science (2012) and received his MA from the 

Department of History at Mari State University (2008).

Cansu EKMEKÇIOĞLU 
Turkey

Cansu is the President of Young Europeans of Turkey (Genç 

Avrupalılar), an independent civil society organisation based 

in Istanbul, and a member of several pro-European platforms 

including FocusEU and National Youth Council. Between 2010 

and 2013, she worked as an assistant for the project Global 

Civics, which aimed to foster a debate on global rights and responsibilities. She also 

coordinated the local chapter of Seven Billionth Person, a project which sought to 

raise public awareness of the current state of the world. She covers Turkish politics 

and youth issues for Café Babel, the European youth magazine. Her journalistic work 

also appeared in Aujourd’hui la Turquie, NISI MASA and Today’s Zaman. Cansu holds 

a BA in Political Science and International Relations from Boğaziçi University in 

Istanbul. She was an exchange student at Institut d’Études Politiques (Sciences Po) 

Bordeaux in 2009. She is currently a Master’s student in Media and Communication 

Studies at Galatasaray University in Istanbul. 

Giorgi GOGIA
Georgia

Giorgi is a Senior Europe and Central Asia Researcher at 

Human Rights Watch. He has worked and written extensively 

on criminal justice system reform, police brutality, freedom of 

expression and media freedom and property rights. He has also 

worked and written on international humanitarian law during 

armed confl icts, health and human rights. While at Human Rights Watch, Giorgi has 

documented excessive use of force by police in Georgia, Armenia and Azerbaijan 

as well as human rights and humanitarian law violations during the Georgia-Russia 

confl ict over South Ossetia in 2008. Before joining Human Rights Watch, he worked 

for the International Crisis Group as a senior analyst, researching and writing on 

protracted confl icts in the South Caucasus–Abkhazia, South Ossetia and Nagorno-

Karabakh. A graduate of CEU, Giorgi is a PhD candidate in Political Science at Ilia 

State University, Tbilisi.
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sAnastasia GONTAREVA
Russia

Anastasia received her MA in History from the History 

Department of the Kabardino-Balkarian State University. She 

took a postgraduate course in social philosophy in 2004 and 

graduated from the Moscow School of Social and Economic 

Sciences, focusing on cultural management, in 2011. From 

2001 to 2008, Anastasia lectured at the Department of Political Science of Kabardino-

Balkarian State University, trained students at the Youth Debate Club and served as 

secretary of the regional branch of the Russian Philosophical Society. During this 

period, she graduated from the Moscow School of Political Studies (MSPS) in 2007 

and started to manage educational projects for MSPS the following year.

Evgeniya GORYUSHINA
Russia

Evgeniya is a Research Fellow at the Southern Scientifi c 

Centre of the Russian Academy of Sciences in Rostov-on-Don. 

She holds a Specialist Diploma in Political Science from the 

Southern Federal University (Rostov-on-Don). In 2013, she 

was awarded an Erasmus Mundus scholarship at La Sapienza 

University of Rome with a research project devoted to EU-Russian relations. She has 

worked and lived in Italy and Egypt. She has professional background in political 

instability, security, extremism and terrorism as well as in the fi eld of intercultural and 

inter-religious dialogue. She has taken part in a variety of international training courses 

held by the Council of Europe and the European Commission youth partnership. 

Evgeniya has a list of research publications on regional security in the Black Sea basin.

Andriy IGNATOV
Ukraine

Andriy is an economist and a reporter who spent the last two 

years at an agricultural fi nance project for underprivileged 

farmers of Crimea. Most recently, as a fi eld producer for Al 

Jazeera, Danish Broadcasting Corporation (DR TV), Vice News, 

Special Broadcasting Service (SBS), and National Public Radio 

(NPR), he documented Russia’s occupation of Crimea and its incursion into eastern 

Ukraine. He also works as an executive director for the Ukrainian International Forum 

(Kyiv) whose aim is to foster policy dialogue between the Ukrainian civil society 
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s and the civil societies of Ukraine’s neighbours and partners. Andriy is a native of 

Ukraine’s eastern city of Kharkiv. He completed his master’s studies in business 

administration and public administration and policy at Iowa State University and 

Harvard University. 

Margarita ILIEVA
Bulgaria

Margarita is an attorney-at-law and Legal Programme Director 

at the Bulgarian Helsinki Committee (BHC), the largest 

Bulgarian human rights NGO (www.bghelsinki.org), and is also 

a public human rights advocate. As a recognised expert on anti-

discrimination law, she represents Bulgaria in the European 

Network of Legal Experts in the non-discrimination fi eld for the European Commission. 

She is the principal author of the Protection against Discrimination Act and an avid 

advocate of its adoption. She has authored the series on Anti-discrimination Law in 

Bulgaria: Standards and Practice, as well as a number of juridical analyses published 

by the European Commission, international organisations and universities. Margarita 

received the Austrian League for Human Rights award in 2010. She founded BHC’s 

annual Human of the Year Award and chaired its jury between 2008 and 2012.

Sergi KAPANADZE
Georgia

Sergi is a Director of Georgia’s Reforms Associates, a think 

tank founded in October 2012. Since January 2013, he has 

also been Acting Dean of the Faculty of Social and Political 

Sciences of Tbilisi State University. He holds the academic 

positions of Associate Professor of International Relations, 

International Negotiations and European Studies at the Tbilisi State University (since 

2004) and Invited Lecturer at the Caucasus University (since 2013). Since 2011, 

Kapanadze has served as a Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Georgia. He has 

extensive work experience at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and various government 

agencies (Administration of the President, Special Intelligence Service, National 

Security Council) since 2005. While in Government he led Georgia’s delegations 

to the Geneva International Discussions (deputy head in 2008–2011, head in 

2011–2012), to the Association Agreement negotiations with the EU (deputy head 

in 2011–2012, head in 2012) and bilateral negotiations with Russia on the latter’s 

entry into the WTO (2010–2011). He holds a PhD in International Relations (Tbilisi 

State University, 2010), an MA degree in International Relations and European 
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sStudies (CEU, 2003) and a BA degree in International Relations (Tbilisi State 

University, 2002). He received the Presidential Order of Excellence in 2011 and 

holds a diplomatic rank of Envoy Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary (2009). 

Petar KARABOEV
Bulgaria

Petar is a journalist at Economedia, one of the most respected 

media groups in Bulgaria, and has been an international news 

reporter/editor for over 20 years. His focus is mostly on confl icts 

such as the former Yugoslavia, Israel and now Ukraine. He 

also teaches and mentors young journalists. In 2013–2014 he 

graduated from the Bulgarian School of Politics and is interested in citizen activism. 

Petar authored a textbook on Bulgarian and world history for 14–15 year olds which 

is offi cially certifi ed for Bulgarian schools. 

Sergey KOSHMAN
Ukraine

Having attended the Ukrainian School of Political Studies, 

Sergey possesses diplomas in engineering and international 

business. He worked for over ten years in corporate business, 

most recently at Nokia Siemens Networks and other tele-

communication companies. At Nokia, he is responsible for 

projects in Turkey, Eastern Europe and Central Asia. As the coordinator of ‘We are 

Europeans’, a Ukrainian movement in support of European integration, he is also an 

active part of civil society. Sergey is interested in inter-cultural communication, Asian 

studies and promoting cultural initiatives, and is a columnist and radio host.

Iuliia KURNYSHOVA
Ukraine

Iuliia is a Chief Consultant with the Department of Foreign 

Policy of the National Institute for Strategic Studies (NISS) 

in Kyiv. She graduated from Kyiv National University and 

received Master’s degrees in History (2001) and Journalism 

(2004). Her PhD research focused on the Berlin Crisis 

1958–1963. In 2014, she started working for NISS, covering the US, the EU and 

the Asia-Pacifi c region. Iuliia is the author of more than 40 articles and policy 
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s papers. Her professional interests currently gravitate toward issues of international 

co-operation between Ukraine, Russia and Western Europe. 

Valentin LOZOVANU
Moldova

Valentin has moved between the public sector, civil society 

and consultancy, working in the fi elds of foreign policy and 

public policy analysis (data analysis and interpretation, 

policy co-ordination, elaboration and M&E, aid co-ordination/

development co-operation). He earned a Master’s degree at the 

University of Kassel (Germany) in Global Political Economy and pursued postgraduate 

studies in International Relations and European Integration at the Estonian School of 

Diplomacy. He also holds a BA in International Relations from the State University of 

Moldova. As Research and Programme Co-ordinator at the Institute for Development 

and Social Initiative ’Viitorul‘, Valentin is currently involved in activities dealing 

with foreign policy analysis, assessment of the progress of European integration of 

Moldova, development policies and aid co-ordination evaluation. He has also worked 

as a consultant/specialist in areas related to policy planning and international 

development co-operation with the State Chancellery and Ministry of Economy, 

UNDP Moldova.

Octavian MANEA
Romania

Octavian is a Fulbright alumnus and a graduate of the 

Maxwell School of Public Affairs with an MA in International 

Relations (Syracuse University, 2013) and a Certifi cate in 

Security Studies from the Institute for National Security and 

Counterterrorism. As an editor on international security and 

defence at the weekly 22 (since 2007) and Foreign Policy Romania (since 2010) and 

as contributor to the Small Wars Journal  (since 2011), he has written extensively 

on Euro-Atlantic security affairs and interviewed key counterinsurgency practitioners 

(Generals David Petraeus and John Allen) and thinkers (John Nagl and David 

Kilcullen). He has also worked as a research assistant at the Center for European 

Policy Analysis (CEPA) in Washington, DC (project on US grand strategy). Octavian 

received the 2011 Freedom House Romania award for Young Journalist of the Year 

in Foreign Policy. 
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sIon MANOLE
Moldova

Ion is a lawyer by profession and currently the Executive 

Director at the Promo-LEX Association. He started his 

professional career in the human rights area in 2000 as a pro 

bono lawyer. In 2002, together with a few other young activists 

he established the Promo-LEX Association that focused on 

promoting and defending human rights in Moldova. Ion has extensive expertise and 

experience in human rights and is mostly known for his fi rm position regarding human 

rights observance in the Transnistrian region of Moldova.

Maxim MIKHAYLOV
Russia

Maxim has a strong background in fi nancial management and 

currently works as a curator of the Master’s degree program 

on entrepreneurship in the Immanuel Kant Baltic Federal 

University. He is an expert and project leader of several Nordic-

Russian co-operation projects. He feels passionately about 

making Kaliningrad a liveable and innovative city by bringing new ways of thinking 

and collaboration to the region. He has been an active member of civic grass-roots 

initiatives in the Kaliningrad region for fi ve years. Maxim engages primarily in initiatives 

that focus on involving citizens in the activities of developing regional and local policies. 

Radu OPREA
Romania

Radu is a social entrepreneur with experience in running both 

for-profi t and non-profi t enterprises. While earning his Master 

of Public Policy from Pepperdine University, Los Angeles, he 

discovered a passion for civic engagement and policy making. 

In his vision, citizens are collaborative problem solvers who 

proactively address community issues. A milestone in this process is the project 

SolveNet – ‘Citizen engagement in the prioritization, design and implementation of 

local development policies,’ fi nanced by the Joint Operational Programme ‘Black Sea 

Basin 2007–2013’. The project is implementing Radu’s SMART Method of Public 

Policy in Romania, Moldova, Ukraine and Armenia in partnership with an international 

consortium of non-governmental organisations from these four countries. 



42

B
io

g
ra

p
h
ie

s Polina PANAINTE
Moldova

Polina works as Programme Co-ordinator at the Association 

for Participatory Democracy ADEPT (www.e-democracy.md). 

She manages non-profi t projects and monitors public policies 

in the area of good governance, including transparency in 

decision-making, parliamentary oversight, human rights, 

fi ghting corruption and effi ciency in the public service. She holds a Master of Science 

in Public Policy (University College London, UK, 2012) and a Master’s degree in 

Political Science (Moldova State University, 2010). She is also an alumna of the 

Moscow School of Civic Education (2010). Polina previously worked as a researcher 

at the Institute for Public Policy in Chisinau and as Programme Offi cer at the NATO 

Information Centre there. 

Elina PECHONOVA
Russia

As a trained philologist, Elina started her professional career as 

a journalist, reporter and, since 2011, editor of the magazine 

SVET. Through her work with the OSCE/ODIHR Election 

Observation Missions to Russia in 2011 and 2012, she gained 

experience analysing political campaigns. In the context of co-

ordinating the ’World Competitiveness Ranking‘ for Russia, she collaborated with IMD 

(Switzerland) and the Moscow Business School. A Researcher at Strelka Institute, a 

global think-tank based in Moscow and an alumna of the Moscow School of Civic 

Education, Elina is currently studying sociology in a joint programme of the Moscow 

Higher School of Social and Economic Studies and the University of Manchester. 

Corina PIRVULESCU 
Romania

Corina is a young professional actively committed to strength-

ening youth participation in decision-making processes at 

all levels and to improving youth policies at the national, 

regional and European levels. She has extensive knowledge 

and working experience in youth policy development, advocacy 

processes and in capacity-building of youth NGOs. She serves as Youth Ambassador 

for Romania at the Model OSCE initiative of the Swiss Chairmanship, a year-long 
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sprogramme dedicated to young leaders from OSCE countries. In addition, she works 

with Romania Youth Council (CTR) and the European Foundation for Engaged 

Youth (EFEY). Corina holds a BA in Political Science from the National School of 

Political and Administrative Studies (Romania) and is currently studying for an MA in 

Regional Development and International Cooperation in a joint degree programme of 

the National School and the University of Liège (Belgium).

 

Stella UTICA 
Moldova

Stella received both her BA in Political Science and her 

MA in Security and Diplomacy from the National School of 

Political Science and Public Administration in Bucharest. At 

present, she is Project Co-ordinator at the Institute for Public 

Policy in Chisinau, co-ordinating the implementation of the 

project ‘Messages for Europe: Enhancing support for the EU-Republic of Moldova 

Association Agreement’ that is implemented within the Democracy Grants Program of 

the US Embassy in Moldova. Stella’s main areas of interest are new types of security 

threats in the Black Sea Region, gender quotas and substantive representation of 

women and anti-discrimination policies. 

Maryna VOROTNYUK
Ukraine

Maryna is a Senior Research Fellow of the Odessa Branch 

of the National Institute for Strategic Studies under the 

Administration of the President of Ukraine. She formerly 

worked as a research fellow of the Centre for International 

Studies of Odessa Mechnikov National University (2006-

2013). Her primary sphere of research is related to security in the Black Sea region 

and Turkish foreign policy. Maryna holds a PhD in International Relations from Odessa 

Mechnikov National University. Her PhD dissertation dealt with the application of 

critical security theories to Turkish foreign policy.
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s Mariia ZOLKINA
Ukraine

Mariia is a political analyst at the Ilko Kucheriv Democratic 

Initiatives Foundation, an independent think tank. In her 

research she focuses on European integration and the impact 

of Europeanisation on domestic reforms in Ukraine and Central 

and Eastern Europe. Since 2009, she has worked as an analyst 

in the non-governmental sector and has participated in the implementation and 

co-ordination of various Ukrainian and international projects. She obtained her PhD 

in Political Science at the National University (Kyiv-Mohyla Academy) in 2012. 

Mariia graduated from the Kyiv-Mohyla Academy (Department of Political Science) 

and participated in the joint Master Programme ‘German and European Studies’ 

between the Kyiv-Mohyla Academy and Friedrich Schiller University, Jena.

Yaryna ZHURBA
Ukraine

Since 2009, Yaryna has been an expert at the Centre for 

Political and Legal Reforms, a Ukrainian non-governmental 

think tank. Prior to this, she worked in a human rights 

defence organisation. She has also completed internships in 

the Ukrainian Parliament and in the Secretariat of the Venice 

Commission of the Council of Europe. She holds a Master’s degree in Law and is 

currently working on her PhD thesis dedicated to issues of rule of law within the 

executive branch. Yaryna has participated in a number of research projects aimed to 

support and promote political and legal reforms in Ukraine. From time to time, she 

conducts trainings for journalists to enhance their understanding of the legal process. 

She regularly writes op-eds for Ukrainian newspapers.
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sOBSERVERS

Davide ZARU
United Nations

Dr. Davide Zaru is political affairs offi cer at the UN Offi ce on 

the Prevention of Genocide and the Responsibility to Protect, 

where he focuses in particular on co-operation with Member 

States in Europe, Latin America and the MENA region. 

Between 2007 and 2012, he worked as policy offi cer with the 

human rights department of the European Commission/EEAS in Brussels. In 2012 

and 2013 he was posted as programme manager for governance and justice to the 

EU Delegation to Eritrea. Previously, he collaborated with OHCHR (Europe division), 

the Italian Minister for Foreign Affairs and the International League for the Rights 

and Liberation of People. Dr. Zaru has a PhD from the University of Padova and 

joined the Faculty of the School of European Legal and Social Studies in 2013.

Gulnara ALIMBAYEVA
Kazakhstan

For the last fi ve years, Gulnara has worked at the Delegation 

of the European Union to the Republic of Kazakhstan on EU-

Kazakhstan co-operation issues and EU technical support for 

the sustainable development of Kazakhstan. As a second-year 

MPA student at CEU’s School of Public Policy, she is interested 

in regional development as well as international security and mediation. Following 

her internship at the Council of Europe this summer, Gulnara is now engaged in a 

team project with the Institute for Integrated Transitions (Barcelona) on international 

assistance in political transitions.

Nataliya NOVAKOVA
Ukraine

Nataliya has been working for a number of international NGOs 

in Ukraine in recent years, dealing with community develop-

ment (IREX Ukraine) and reform agendas (American Chamber 

of Commerce). She has recently become engaged in human 

rights issues and peace-building initiatives for Ukraine, joining 
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s human rights observer missions to Crimea and leading human rights monitoring 

missions to Donetsk and Lugansk oblasts. As a fi rst-year MPA student at CEU’s 

School of Public Policy, she is interested in international security and mediation as 

well as confl ict resolution and human rights.

Zhanetta ZHAKYPOVA
Kyrgyzstan

Zhanetta graduated with distinction from Osh State University, 

in Finance, and worked for three years as a loan offi cer and 

customer relations offi cer in the Kyrgyz Investment and Credit 

Bank, and then as a fi nancial controller in the First Microcredit 

Company in Osh. In 2010, she joined the Eurasia Foundation 

as grants manager, and later the American University of Central Asia, as grants 

coordinator. As a fi rst-year MPA student at CEU’s School of Public Policy, she is 

interested in policy issues affecting Eurasia, Central Asia, and Kyrgyzstan in particular.
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sCOURSE STAFF

Council of Europe

Michael REMMERT
Deputy Head of the Directorate of Policy Planning of 

the Council of Europe (CoE)

Michael Remmert is Deputy Head of the Directorate of Policy 

Planning of the Council of Europe (CoE) with a particular 

responsibility for the Network of Schools of Political Studies. 

He joined the CoE in 1994, initially working in the fi eld of 

social cohesion, then on democratic institutions and e-governance, which included 

responsibility for intergovernmental committees of experts and the co-ordination of 

the CoE’s contributions to the UN World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) 

and other international fora. Michael was also in charge of the annual sessions of the 

Council of Europe’s Forum for the Future of Democracy which took place from 2005 

to 2010. He studied political science and economics in Germany and Canada, was a 

university lecturer and civic education trainer from 1988 to 1993, and holds a PhD 

in Political Science from the University of Freiburg, Germany. 

School of Public Policy at CEU

Bernhard KNOLL-TUDOR
Director of Professional Development and Outreach

Prior to joining CEU/SPP, Bernhard worked for the OSCE, an 

international organisation devoted to ‘hard’ security as well as 

to human rights diplomacy. He was involved in policy design 

and public relations, both at the level of fi eld missions (post-

war Bosnia and Kosovo) and as Special Adviser to the Director 

at the OSCE Offi ce for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) in Warsaw. 

He earned a Master in Law at the University of Vienna and an MA in International 

Relations and Economics at Johns Hopkins/SAIS with a focus in IR theory (Bologna 

and Washington, DC). Bernhard’s PhD (European University Institute, Florence) 

on the subject of United Nations governance of non-state territorial entities was 

published by Cambridge University Press in 2008. 
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s Pusa NASTASE
Senior Programme Manager

As Senior Programme Manager at the CEU’s Center for Higher 

Education Policy, Pusa is associated with SPP’s Professional 

Development Unit. Her responsibilities include identifying 

institutional partners for the courses and managing events 

and facilitating sessions in her area of expertise. Her research 

interests include higher education policies, university governance and management, 

co-operation with the business sector and university branding. Pusa holds a BA in Law 

from the University of Bucharest, an MA in Human rights from CEU and is at present 

a doctoral student at the Graduate School of Education, Bristol University, UK.

Ilona Ilma ILYES
Programme Assistant

Ilona is a Programme Assistant within SPP’s Professional 

Development Unit and Co-ordinator of the Center for Confl ict, 

Negotiation and Recovery. Currently, she is continuing her 

volunteering activity with the Hungarian Volunteer Sending 

Foundation in Budapest. Previously, she worked for the Central 

European regional offi ce of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees in 

Hungary on the annual Age, Gender, Diversity Mainstreaming (AGDM) project and on 

drafting comments to the new asylum legislation in Hungary. Ilona holds a BA in Law 

and History/International Relations from the Babes-Bolyai University, Romania and 

an MA in International Relations and European Studies from CEU.

Dumitrita HOLDIS
Programme Assistant

Dumitrita is a Programme Assistant at SPP’s Professional 

Development Program and at its Center for Media and 

Communication Studies. She previously worked in a similar 

position for the Food and Agriculture Organization – Regional 

Offi ce for Europe and Central Asia in Budapest. She holds a 

BA in Sociology from the Babes-Bolyai University, Romania, and an MA in Sociology 

and Social Anthropology from CEU. She has worked and lived in Romania, Hungary, 

France, and Turkey. Her professional background is in project management and 

administration and her educational background is in sociology and social research.
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Council of Europe (CoE), Directorate of Policy Planning

The Council of Europe, a pan-European intergovernmental organisation based in 

Strasbourg, France, comprising 47 European countries, was established in 1949 to 

promote democracy, human rights and the rule of law – values that form the basis 

for building a stable, functional and cohesive Europe. The CoE’s core values are 

protected through a number of international conventions, including the European 

Convention on Human Rights.

Fostering co-operation between member states in pursuit of common goals remains 

central to the Organisation’s mandate as a means of addressing the challenges 

of modern European society. Based on its acquis, the CoE advocates freedom of 

expression and of the media, freedom of assembly, equality, and the protection of 

minorities; it helps member states fi ght corruption and undertake necessary judicial 

reforms and it monitors states’ progress in these and other areas.

The Directorate of Policy Planning’s mandate includes addressing emerging 

opportunities and challenges for Europe with interlocutors internal and external to 

the Council of Europe, thereby fostering forward-looking and transversal thinking 

and action. Moreover, the Directorate oversees the Network of Schools of Political 

Studies, which offers high quality training for young political leaders and aims at 

progressively extending the Network to other CoE member states and countries in its 

neighbourhood.

School of Public Policy at CEU (SPP), Professional Development

The School of Public Policy at CEU offers professional development programs in 

various aspects of public policy for current and future leaders. In line with the 

philosophy of our School, our short courses and workshops are designed not so much 

as traditional training seminars but rather as hubs for cross-sector dialogue and 

experience exchange, moderated by the top professionals and academics in the fi eld 

and open to policymakers. 

Our seminars address the needs of experienced professionals and executives who 

wish to deepen and broaden their knowledge, bringing them up to date with the latest 

developments and debates within a specifi c area of public policy. SPP’s professional 

development courses and high-level policy dialogues have brought together top 

politicians, policy-makers and academics to discuss the current challenges of global 

governance – in fi elds as diverse as economic policy and development, confl ict and 

democracy, global drug and public  health policy and migration.
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Avenue de l’Europe, F–67075 Strasbourg – Cedex, France
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Frontiers of Democracy is a far-reaching CEU initiative encompassing a 

series of conferences, debates and other events that will engage scholars 

and practitioners, domestic and international government offi cials, as 

well as students from the Central European region and beyond in a broad 

and open discussion from many perspectives about the meaning and 

future of democracy. It will explore the challenges to basic democratic 

principles such as freedom of speech, assembly and the media, a market 

economy, the rule of law, the separation of powers, independence of 

the judiciary, protection of minorities, support of civil society, and the 

intellectual freedom of universities and cultural institutions.




