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Welcome

The movement for legal empowerment has gained momentum in recent
years. Especially in debates around the post-2015 UN Development
Agenda, policymakers are increasingly agreeing that justice is crucial to
ensuring equitable and inclusive development. Without the protection of
the law, an estimated 4 billion people will continue to be unfairly driven
from their land, denied essential services, excluded from society, and
intimidated by violence.
Legal empowerment is about turning that tide. It’s about giving all people the power to understand and use the law. In the 1950s, community paralegals in South Africa began helping people to use the law to
navigate and resist apartheid. Today, grassroots legal advocates in the
Philippines are helping farmers take part in nationwide agrarian reforms.
In Argentina, shantytown residents are pursuing legal remedies to bring
clean water and other essential services to their communities. As the
movement for legal empowerment gathers speed, so too does our collective understanding of the ﬁeld’s history, methods, and evidence.
Against this background, CEU’s School of Public Policy (SPP) and the
South Asian Institute of Advanced Legal and Human Rights Studies
(SAILS) at BRAC University, in collaboration with the Open Society Justice Initiative and Namati, are organizing an executive course on the
practice and theory of legal empowerment. During the course, leading
thinkers from the development community, representing a range of perspectives, will come together to learn from each other and identify strategies to strengthen justice and development programming.
This ground-breaking three-day course will focus on law and development and the extent to which international rule of law assistance is responsible for legal empowerment and its impact on poverty, governance,
and development. The goal of the course is to contribute to solving the
analytical and empirical challenges that international actors face when
they address multifaceted, multisectoral justice issues.
Each day will include a stand-alone session, an in-depth exploration of a
case study, and small group work. We will engage with three case studies: one on the South African experience with community paralegals, another on rights to land and natural resources, and a third on the right to
health. We will also have several cross-cutting sessions addressing monitoring and evaluation; indicators and opportunities related to the new
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The course will encourage, support, and cultivate a global cadre of leaders who share an understanding of legal empowerment, particularly of
the poor, and who commit to advancing the ﬁeld through programming
at the global and national levels, research, and advocacy.

Welcome

Sustainable Development Goals; and the way change has happened in
sectors such as health and education. Stand-alone sessions will feature
expert presentations from leading practitioners and academics working
in the ﬁeld of law and development. Time will also be allotted each
day for independent reﬂection and consultation on participants’ problem
statements or proposals.

WELCOME TO BUDAPEST AND WE WISH YOU AN EXCITING TIME!
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Course Schedule

LEGAL EMPOWERMENT LEADERSHIP COURSE DRAFT AGENDA
Monday,
30 November
9:00
•

Tuesday,
1 December

Wednesday,
2 December

Thursday,
3 December

Welcome
(9:00–9:15)

Review & Day 2 Aims
(9:00–9:15)

Review & Day 3 Aims
(9:00–9:15)

Bernhard Knoll-Tudor
& Zaza Namoradze

9:15

Ice Breaker

9:30

Course overview
(9:30–9:45)
• Vivek Maru

9:45
10:15

History of the
Movement:
Methods & impacts
(9:45–10:30)

10:30

Coffee Break

10:45

Case study I:
Ensuring effective
delivery of essential
services
(10:45–12:45)

10:00

•

11:00
11:15
11:30
11:45
12:00
12:15

Vivek Maru

Integrating grassroots
health advocates
into national health
systems to enhance
the accountability and
responsiveness of
health services.

Vivek Maru

•

Ice Breaker

Case study II:
Land and
environmental rights
(9:45–11:15)
Empowering people
to take part in governance over land &
natural resources
•

Vivek Maru

Ice Breaker
Session III:
Legal empowerment in
the Post-2015 agenda
(9:30–11:00)
Opportunities to
leverage the SDGs
to advance legal
empowerment, in
particular around
national development
planning and indicator
development.
•

Terra Lawson-Remer

Case study II
(continued)
(11:30–13:00)

Case study III:
Community-based
dispute resolution: The
case of South Africa’s
Community Advice
Ofﬁces
(11:15–12:45)
How South Africa’s
CAOs and their
community-based
paralegals have
adapted and innovated
over the decades.

Walter Flores

•

12:45

Vivek Maru

Coffee Break
Coffee Break

12:30
•

•

Lunch

Yasmin Sooka
Lunch

13:00

Lunch

13:15
13:30
13:45
14:00
14:15

Case study I
(continued)
(13:45–15:15)

14:30
14:45
15:00
15:15
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Session II: The
political economy of
change: Learning from
other sectors
(14:00–15:30)
•

Coffee Break

Lant Pritchett
(video link)

Case study III
(continued)
(13:45–15:15)

Coffee Break

15:30
15:45
16:00
16:15
16:30
16:45
17:00
17:15

Tuesday,
1 December

Wednesday,
2 December

Session I: Monitoring
and evaluating
legal empowerment
programs
(15:30–17:30)

Coffee Break

Methods used to
assess impact.
Overarching
considerations and
guidelines for M&E
•

Thursday,
3 December
Working groups
(15:30–16:30)

Select independent
study presentations
Working groups
(15:45–18:00)

Ward Berenschot
[+ participant
contributions]

Closing and evaluation
(17:15–18:15)

17:30
17:45
18:00

Working groups
(17:30–18:30)
Wrap up

18:15
18:30
18:45

Course Schedule

Monday,
30 November

Wrap up

Farewell drinks
at Innio Wine Bar

19:00
Welcome
reception
Ending
at
(Four Seasons)
21:30
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Logistical Information

ARRIVAL AND HOTEL ACCOMODATION
The taxi company serving Liszt
Ferenc International Airport is
Főtaxi. Reservations are made
in person outside the exit of the
terminal. The fare to the city
center will not exceed 8,000
HUF (25 EUR).
There is also an airport shuttle
which will cost around 3,000
HUF (10 EUR) to the city center.
You can order a shuttle to your
hotel at the Airport Shuttle
stand at Arrivals. The shuttle will
probably take slightly longer than
a taxi as it is shared with other
people.
Scholarship participants will be staying at the Starlight Hotel.

Starlight Hotel
Mérleg utca 6
1051 Budapest
Tel: (+36-1) 484-3700
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The course will ofﬁcially begin on Monday, 30 November with a dinner
reception at the Four Seasons Hotel Gresham Palace at 7 pm. The dress
code is smart casual.
Four Seasons
Gresham Palace Budapest
Széchenyi István tér 5–6
1051 Budapest
Tel. (+36-1) 268-6000
From the Starlight Hotel to the Four Seasons:

Logistical Information

DINNER RECEPTION
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Logistical Information

COURSE VENUE
The course will take place on the ground ﬂoor of CEU’s School of Public
Policy in Október Hall. It will begin at 9 am; please arrive at the CEU
School of Public Policy on Október 6 utca 7 at 8:45 am.

School of Public Policy
Október 6 Street 7
1051 Budapest
There are restrooms on all ﬂoors. A drink vending machine is located on
the ﬁrst ﬂoor.
A multi-faith quiet lounge and prayer room can be used at the main
CEU campus (Nádor utca 11, mezzanine level) where participants can
unwind and meditate. Room B100 of the Faculty Tower in Nádor utca 9
is designated for participants with young children for quiet time or nursing.

MEALS
Coffee breaks and lunches will be served on the ﬁrst ﬂoor of the building
where the course takes place.

SMOKING
Smoking is strictly prohibited within ﬁve meters of all building entrances.

INTERNET AND Wi-Fi
Wi-Fi is available on campus.
• Network name: CEU Guest
• Password: Budapest1991
European plugs (220V) are available at CEU.
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Following the end of the course you are invited to join us for a farewell
drink at Innio Wine Bar, which is just around the corner of SPP.

Innio Wine Bar
Október 6 utca 9
1051 Budapest

MEDICAL CARE

Logistical Information

FAREWELL DRINK

The CEU Medical Center is open to participants with valid medical
insurance. There are two qualiﬁed English-speaking doctors (male and
female) who hold regular consultation hours.

CEU Medical Center
Nádor utca 11 Building, Courtyard
Tel.: (+36-1) 327-3815

WEATHER AND CLOTHING
The average daily temperature in December ranges between –5 and 5 °C.
Rain or snow is not unusual at this time of year. Make sure to bring warm
and comfortable clothes as well as an umbrella. Except for the welcome
reception (smart casual), dress code for the course is casual.
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Logistical Information

COURSE COORDINATORS

Tanja MANNERS
Mobile: +36 30 943 0332
Email: MannersT@spp.ceu.edu

Livia MARSCHALL
Mobile: +36 30 629 1807
Email: MarschallL@spp.ceu.edu

Ilona PUSKÁS
Mobile: +36 20 945 4291
Email: PuskasI@spp.ceu.edu
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Capital city: Budapest
Population: ~ 9,9 million
Population of Budapest
~ 1,7 million (city)
~ 3,3 million (including periphery)
Language: Hungarian
Religion
54.5% Catholic, 19.5% Protestant, 0,2% other Christians,
0.1% orthodox Christian, 0.1% Judaism, 0,1% other.
Electric plug: European plug with two circular metal pins
Country Dialing Code

Logistical Information

A NOTE ON HUNGARY

Hungary: 0036 or +36 (00361 or +361 – for Budapest)
To dial Hungarian numbers from Hungary you can dial:
06 + 1 xxx xxxx (Budapest), or
for cellular phone: 06 + 2/3/7 + 0 + xxx xxxx.
Money
The Hungarian currency is Forint (HUF).
1 EUR = 310 HUF, 1 USD = 290 HUF
You usually CANNOT pay in Euro or US dollars. You can exchange
money at the airport or train stations, but change as little as possible
there since exchange rates at these locations are bad. It is preferable
to use one of the many ATMs or cash points across the city.
Safety
Budapest is a safe city but as with other popular tourist destinations
you need to be vigilant. There are three risks that we want to alert
you to:
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— Do not hail a cab on the street; call a cab. A reliable company is
CITY TAXI, at +36 1 211 1111. Make sure the meter is set at
the pickup rate of 470 HUF before you begin any journey.
— Shops, bars, and restaurants may give the wrong change as a
result of frequent visitor confusion over the multiple zeros in the
currency.
— For male participants: young women may approach you and ask
you to buy them drinks or offer to take you to clubs and bars.
Male tourists who take them up on these offers will ﬁnd that the
women are in the employ of local bars and clubs, resulting in a
hefty bill at the end of the night.
Public Transport
Budapest has an excellent public transit system consisting of
subways, buses, trolleys, trams, and electric commuter trains called
HÉV. Tickets are available at all Metro stations from automated
machines, and most stations also have cashiers at ticket windows.
As the machines aren’t always reliable, it is preferable to buy tickets
directly from the cashier. Tickets can also be bought at some news
stands, tram stops, and on some buses, but it is best to purchase
tickets at the Metro station and keep a supply with you. Tickets can
be bought individually, discounted in books of 10, or in the form of
daily, weekly, or monthly passes. You need to validate your ticket
before starting your trip on the Metro or immediately upon boarding
a bus, tram, trolley, or commuter train. Insert the ticket into the
machines at Metro station entrances and in the red or yellow boxes
on trams, buses, and trolleys. The yellow boxes automatically stamp
the ticket, but you must pull the black lever on the red boxes towards
the ticket to punch it.
Tickets are valid for 60 minutes after they have been stamped or
for 90 minutes on the night service. Passes and tickets are checked
by inspectors at random and you will be ﬁned HUF 6,000 on the
spot if you cannot produce your pass or validated ticket. If ﬁned,
get a receipt, as foreigners are sometimes overcharged. Public
transportation runs from 4.30 until 23.00 and is both regular and
frequent. Night trams and buses run on an abbreviated schedule.
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Emergency Numbers
Any kind of emergency: 112
Police:

107

Ambulance: 104
Fire-ﬁghters: 105

Metro and Suburban railway lines in Budapest

Logistical Information

Schedules are posted at all stops and detailed system maps are
posted in all Metro stations.
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Reading List

You have been given access to an e-learning site that contains all precourse readings:
History of the movement: methods & impacts
• Laura Goodwin & Vivek Maru, What do we know about legal
empowerment? Mapping the Evidence (executive summary),
Namati Working Paper, May 2014;
• Vivek Maru & Varun Gauri, “Bringing Law to Life: Community
Paralegals and the Pursuit of Justice” (draft book chapter).
Session I: Monitoring & evaluating legal empowerment programs
• Ruth Alsop & Nina Heinsohn, Measuring Empowerment in Practice:
Structuring Analysis and Framing Indicators, World Bank Policy
Research Working Paper 3510, February 2005 (pages 1–14 only).
Case Study 1: Ensuring effective delivery of essential services
• ICT Platform Monitoring Right to Health Violations – Guatemala
(presentation slide);
• Infographic #1, Exposiciones Departamentales de Evidencia
Audiovisual;
• Infographic #2, Equipo Comunitario;
• Infographic #3, Evidencia Audiovisual de Violaciones del Derecho a
la Salud;
• Film, Citizens’ Vigilance of Health Care Services & Accountability:
Guatemala (16 min).
Case Study 2: Land & natural resource rights
• Vivek Maru, “Legal Empowerment and the Land Rush: Three
Struggles” (book chapter).
Session II: The political economy of change – learning from other sectors
• No reading.
Session III: Legal empowerment in the post-2015 agenda
• Terra Lawson-Remer, How can we implement Sustainable
Development Goal 16 on institutions?, Brookings, 1 October 2015;
• Stacey Cram, Justice 2015 Update: Goal 16’s Impact, Namati blog
post, 25 June 2015.
Case Study 3: Community-based dispute resolution – the case of South
Africa’s Community Advice Ofﬁces
• Jackie Dugard & Katherine Drage, “To Whom Do People Take Their
Issues? The Contribution of Community-Based Paralegals to Access
to Justice in South Africa” (draft article).
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1) Brieﬂy describe a concrete legal empowerment opportunity or
challenge you wish to take on.
• My organization has long deployed grassroots legal advocates,
but we’ve never had an adequate data collection tool. How can
we roll out a practical, lightweight system that will give us information that can help us improve our effectiveness?
• My program supports a number of grantees promoting social
inclusion who have experimented with a community paralegal
model. They’ve gotten good preliminary results and are exploring
next steps. What can I do to help my grantees develop and grow
their paralegal programs?
• I’d like to learn from the experiences of other countries where
collective action and advocacy resulted in better policies promoting
legal empowerment and better ﬁnancing for the ﬁeld. I hope to
work with other stakeholders in my country on such an effort.
• My program covers a small geographic area but there is great
need throughout my country for legal empowerment services. I’d
like to explore methods for scaling up our operations responsibly
and sustainably.

Questionnaire

You have participated in the pre-course survey that allowed us to tailor
sessions and case studies:

2) How might this course help you to reﬁne or elaborate your plan?
3) The course will be very interactive. Kindly indicate if you have expertise and would like to share your experiences in the following areas:
Monitoring & evaluation
Training, support, and supervision of frontline staff
Sustainability
Recognition, accreditation, and regulation of paralegals
Scaling up legal empowerment programs
Translating grassroots experience into structural change
Legal empowerment and health rights
Legal empowerment and land and natural resource rights
Legal empowerment and gender
The South Africa experience with community paralegals
Other
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Biographies

COURSE DIRECTOR
Vivek MARU
Vivek Maru is the founder and chief executive ofﬁcer of
Namati, a global organization that focuses on innovations in
legal empowerment. Formerly, Vivek served as senior counsel
in the Justice Reform Group of the World Bank. His work
focused on justice reform and governance, primarily in West
Africa and South Asia. Vivek also co-founded and co-directed
Timap for Justice, a grassroots justice program in Sierra Leone, for four years. He
previously worked at Human Rights Watch and clerked for Hon. Marsha Berzon
on the Ninth Circuit of the U.S. Court of Appeals. His recent publications include
Between Law and Society: Paralegals and the Provision of Justice Services in Sierra
Leone and Worldwide in the Yale Journal of International Law and Allies Unknown:
Legal Empowerment and Social Accountability in the Harvard Journal of Health and
Human Rights. Vivek graduated from Harvard College, magna cum laude, and Yale
Law School.

FACULTY
Ward BERENSCHOT
Ward Berenschot is a postdoc at the Royal Netherlands Institute
of Southeast Asian and Caribbean Studies (KITLV) researching
local democracy, clientelism, and identity politics in India and
Indonesia. His Veni research project “Shades of Clientelism:
A Comparative Study of Indonesia’s Patronage Democracy”
compares clientelistic practices throughout Indonesia. Ward
studied political science at the University of Amsterdam, where he also obtained his
PhD, cum laude, with a dissertation on Hindu-Muslim violence in India. As a lecturer
in conﬂict studies, he has taught courses on political violence, ethnic conﬂict, and
conﬂict transformation. He has managed a collaborative research project with UNDP
and the World Bank on Access to Justice in Indonesia, and worked with the Open
Society Institute as well as Dutch development agencies on civil society building
and legal aid. Ward is the author of Riot Politics: India’s Hindu-Muslim Violence
and the Everyday Mediation of the State (Hurst/Columbia University Press 2011)
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Walter FLORES
Walter Flores is a social scientist with over 20 years of professional experience. He holds a PhD and a master’s of community health from the Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine, UK.
Walter’s professional work has been carried out in more than
25 countries in Latin America, Africa, Asia, and Europe. His
areas of expertise are: health policy analysis, health systems,
right to health, democratic governance of public policies, and community participation. He heads the Director of Centro de Estudios para la Equidad y Gobernanza
en Sistemas de Salud (Center for the Study of Equity and Governance in Health
Systems), a civil society organization in Guatemala specializing in research, capacity
building, and advocacy around issues affecting indigenous and other marginalized
populations (www.cegss.org.gt). He is also the global coordinator of the Community
of Practitioners on Accountability and Social Action in Health-COPASAH (http://www.
copasah.net), which is a network of civil society organizations in Africa, Asia, Eastern
Europe, and Latin America, working towards improving healthcare services for marginalized populations through human rights, accountability, and social mobilization.

Biographies

and several other publications on ethnic violence, public service delivery, and access
to justice. At KITLV he also coordinates the KNAW-SPIN research program “From
Clients to Citizens? Emerging Citizenship in Democratizing Indonesia.” Using his
recent ﬁeldwork on election campaigns in Indonesia, Ward is currently working on a
book manuscript on Indonesia’s patronage democracy.

Terra LAWSON-REMER
Terra Lawson-Remer is a non-resident fellow at the Brookings
Institution and managing director of Cimarron, a global consulting and social enterprise ﬁrm pioneering evidence-based
strategies for social and environmental impact. Her work addresses the determinants and consequences of sustainable
development, poverty and inequality, and social and economic
rights fulﬁllment within and across generations. Previously Terra was assistant professor of international affairs & economics at The New School, where she chaired the
university’s Advisory Committee on Investor Responsibility; Fellow for Civil Society,
Markets & Democracy at the Council on Foreign Relations; and legal director at Avaaz.
She also served as senior policy advisor at the U.S. Department of the Treasury during
the ﬁrst Obama administration. Terra has held positions at the United Nations World
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Institute for Development Economics Research (UNU–WIDER), Latham & Watkins
LLP, Amnesty International USA, the Ethical Globalization Initiative, STARC: Students Transforming & Resisting Corporations, and the New York Civil Liberties Union.
She earned her BA in ethics, politics & economics from Yale University; her JD from
New York University School of Law, where she was a Dean’s Merit Scholar; and her
PhD in political economy from New York University’s Law & Society Institute.

Wiktor OSIATYNSKI
Wiktor Osiatynski is a university professor at Central European
University. He has taught at many American and European universities, including Columbia, Stanford, Chicago, Connecticut,
and Siena. His main ﬁelds of scholarly interest are comparative constitutional law and human rights. In the 1990s, Wiktor
served as a co-director of the Center for the Study of Constitutionalism at the University of Chicago Law School. In addition to belonging to the
Open Society Global Board, he is a member of several Open Society advisory boards.
He has written more than 25 books on, inter alia, the history of social and political
ideas, constitutionalism, addiction, science, and sports. His most recent book is Human Rights and Their Limits. He holds degrees in law and sociology from Warsaw
University and the Polish Academy of Science.

Lant PRITCHETT
Lant Pritchett is a senior fellow at the Center for Global
Development and professor of the practice of international
development at Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government,
where he taught in 2000–04 and since 2007. Before rejoining
the Kennedy School in 2007, he was lead socio-economist in
the Social Development Group of the South Asia region of the
World Bank. He occupied various other positions at the World Bank during his tenure
there, beginning in 1988. Lant was a team member on a number of prominent World
Bank publications including Economic Growth in the 1990s: Learning from a Decade
of Reforms (2005); Making Services Work for Poor People (World Development
Report 2004); Assessing Aid: What Works, What Doesn’t and Why (with David Dollar,
1998); and Infrastructure for Development (World Development Report 1994). He
has published two books with the Center for Global Development, Let Their People
Come (2006) and The Rebirth of Education (2013).
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Yasmin Sooka was appointed as the inaugural SPP George Soros
Visiting Chair for the fall 2015 term. She is a leading human
rights lawyer and the executive director of the Foundation for
Human Rights in South Africa. The foundation is the country’s
primary indigenous grant maker, established by President
Mandela’s government in 1996 and the European Union
to fund the human rights sector in South Africa. Yasmin chaired the government’s
Steering Committee of the National Forum Against Racism, Racial Discrimination,
Xenophobia and Related Intolerances, which is responsible for developing a National
Action Plan to combat racism in the country. A leading international expert in the ﬁeld
of transitional justice, Yasmin served on the South African Truth and Reconciliation
Commission from 1996–2001 and chaired the committee responsible for the ﬁnal
report from 2001–03. She was appointed by the United Nations to serve on the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission of Sierra Leone from 2002–04. She is also a member
of the Advisory Body on the Review of Resolution 1325. In July 2010, Yasmin was
appointed to the three-member Panel of Experts advising the U.N. Secretary General
on accountability for war crimes committed during the ﬁnal stages of the war in Sri
Lanka. The report was published in May 2011. She is the co-author of The Unﬁnished
War: Torture and Sexual Violence in Sri Lanka: 2009–2014 with the Bar Human Rights
Committee of England and Wales and the International Truth and Justice Project, Sri
Lanka. In March 2014, Yasmin co-authored the African Union’s Policy on Transitional
Justice. She has been part of many advisory missions on Transitional Justice for the
United Nations including Afghanistan, Burundi, Kenya, Nepal, and Uganda.

Biographies

Yasmin Louise SOOKA

COURSE PARTICIPANTS
Novi ANGGRIANI
The Asia Foundation l Indonesia
Novi is a policy development analyst with 14 years of
experience in policy, gender and local governance, social
inclusion, regulatory reform, poverty, and employment issues.
Novi joined the Asia Foundation in 2011 as a program ofﬁcer
and managed the foundation’s various programs including
social inclusion and gender and local governance programs. She worked on a gender
budgeting program that promotes participation and raising women’s awareness of
their rights in local decision-making processes. Novi worked with local CSOs in
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85 districts over 26 provinces throughout Indonesia. Prior to that, she worked at
a national NGO as a program development manager focusing on local governance
and decentralization issues, overseeing capacity building for local government, M&E,
and managing research activities for poverty. From 2003 to 2006, Novi worked for
various international organizations and engaged in numerous development projects
in urban poverty, health ﬁnancing, and rural investment climate assessment with the
World Bank as well as USAID’s investment and trade project. From 2000 to 2001,
Novi worked with Booz Allen Hamilton Indonesia. She holds an MA in development
studies from the International Institute of Social Studies, Netherlands, and a degree
in regional and city planning from the Institute of Technology Bandung.

Donny ARDYANTO
Indonesian Legal Aid Foundation l Indonesia
Donny is director of research and development at Yayasan Lembaga Bantuan Hukum Indonesia (Indonesian Legal Aid Foundation). Prior to Joining YLBHI, he worked at the Democratic
Education Association as senior researcher on corruption and
security sector reform issues. At YLBHI, Donny focuses on policy research, especially on human rights, security sector reform, and access to justice
in Indonesia. He also represents YLBHI as co-chair of the National Working Group
on Piloting Goal 16 of Sustainable Development Goals in Indonesia. Since he was
a student in the Criminology Department at the University of Indonesia, Donny has
worked with a number of NGOs, including Indonesian Corruption Watch, KontraS,
and Imparsial. He received a master’s degree in social development management
from the University of Indonesia.

Ross CLARKE
Oxfam l United Kingdom
Ross is an Australian lawyer with over 12 years of experience
working on access to justice and community legal empowerment
across Southeast Asia and East Africa with national and
international legal NGOs, judicial institutions, and the UN.
He has designed, managed, and implemented a range of legal
projects in Kenya, Tanzania, Rwanda, Sri Lanka, Indonesia, and Timor-Leste through
close collaboration with civil society, legal professionals, and judicial ofﬁcials. In
particular, he has established paralegal networks, designed mediation programs,
supported legal aid service provision, and advised on access to justice in post-conﬂict
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Emma DAY
International Child Redress Project l Indonesia
Emma is a human rights lawyer and co-founder of the
International Child Redress Project (ICRP), a new startup nonproﬁt organization based in Indonesia that aims to improve
access to civil justice for child victims of sexual exploitation
using a legal empowerment approach. ICRP facilitates claims
for compensation on behalf of child victims in Asia against foreign child sex tourists
in transnational cases of abuse. Prior to starting ICRP, Emma worked as a consultant
for several non-proﬁt organizations in Africa and Asia including UNDP, the Open
Society Foundations, UN Women, KELIN Kenya, and ECPAT International. Emma has
a particular interest in the legal empowerment of children. Between 2003 and 2006
Emma co-founded a legal rights project for children in London, Streetlegal, which
provided outreach legal advice and representation to children and young people, most
of whom were homeless or facing problems accessing social services. Between 1999
and 2001 Emma worked for Voluntary Service Overseas as a teacher in Rwanda. She
has an LLM from the University of London and a BA (Hons) in Sociology from the
University of Leeds. Emma qualiﬁed as a solicitor and barrister in British Columbia,
Canada in 2010 and is currently non-practicing.

Biographies

contexts. Ross has thematic expertise on land rights, gender justice, and transitional
justice as well as climate change law and policy, and has been published widely in
these areas. In his current role as Oxfam’s law and justice advisor, Ross is focused on
strengthening Oxfam’s current programming from a legal and governance perspective
and is integrating legal empowerment and justice approaches across Oxfam’s work.

Peng DING
Public Interest and Development Law Institute l China
Peng is a senior program director and researcher at the Public
Interest and Development Law Institute (PIDLI), China. He has
worked in PIDLI since 2009 when he graduated with a master
of law from Wuhan University. Over the past six years, he has
obtained substantial experience in training legal aid workers
and paralegals in rural China. He has also contributed to three reports on legal
aid in the Annual Bluebook of China’s Human Rights (2011–13). He is currently
working on community legal empowerment clinics based in the Law School of Wuhan
University, and is exploring ways of combining community development, human
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rights education, and legal empowerment through issues such as rural environment
protection, disability rights, and labor rights in China.

Uchenna EMELONYE
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights l Uganda
Uchenna is the country representative of the United Nations
Ofﬁce of the High Commissioner for Human Rights in Uganda.
He has over two decades of practicing and programming experience as a human rights attorney. As the senior human rights advisor to the United Nations Country Team (UNCT-Kenya) he was
responsible for advising the UNCT on human rights and rule of law issues, as well as
supporting the capacity of state institutions and CSOs on human rights mainstreaming. Previously, Uchenna was the head of governance at the Institutional and Justice
Reform Division of the International Development Law Organization (IDLO-Rome).
In this position he oversaw IDLO’s global work on legal, judicial, and institutional
reforms in post-conﬂict and transition countries. His other positions have included
judicial affairs ofﬁcer/team leader of the United Nations-African Union Mission Darfur; human rights ofﬁcer at the UNOHCHR in Kosovo; chief-of-party, RCN Justice and
Démocratie (Belgium); rule of law coordinator, International Rescue Committee (New
York); human rights ofﬁcer, United Nations Advance Mission in Sudan; and country
director, Constitutional Rights Project (Nigeria). Uchenna holds a doctorate degree in
law (LL.D) from University of Helsinki, Finland; a master’s degree in human rights law
(LL.M) from Central European University, Budapest, Hungary; a master’s degree in
law (LL.M) and bachelor’s degree in Law (LL.B) from Abia State University, Nigeria.
He was admitted as a barrister and solicitor of the Supreme Court of Nigeria in 1994.
Amongst numerous peer-reviewed articles, Uchenna has authored and contributed
chapters to eight books in the area of human rights, protection, and rule of law.

Francesca FERUGLIO
Nazdeek l India
Francesca is a human rights researcher and activist with a
focus on socioeconomic rights and legal empowerment. She
co-founded Nazdeek, a legal capacity building organization
based in Delhi that works with communities, activists, and
lawyers to seek justice for economic, social, and cultural
rights (ESCR) violations in India. Nazdeek works within the framework of legal
empowerment, fusing human rights training with public interest litigation and
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advocacy at the local and national level to demand accountability in the delivery
of essential services, including maternal and infant healthcare, housing, and food.
Prior to Nazdeek, Francesca worked with international and grassroots organizations,
both in Europe and India, on issues of community accountability, discrimination, and
access to essential services. In India, she contributed to the success of landmark
cases addressing violations of reproductive rights, food security, and housing rights
for women, Dalits, and indigenous people. She is currently also engaged as a research
ofﬁcer in the Health and Nutrition Cluster of the Institute for Development Studies in
Brighton, UK. She holds an LLM in international human rights law from the National
University of Ireland, Galway (Ireland).

Claire FOUREL
Ashurst LLP l United Kingdom
Claire is a senior associate and the international pro bono
manager at the global law ﬁrm Ashurst LLP, with responsibility
for the development and coordination of pro bono practice in
Europe, the Middle East, and the U.S. Claire has extensive
experience in structuring and implementing complex pro bono
projects between civil society, government, and the private sector. Claire also advises
and carries out research for leading global non-proﬁt organizations, charities, and
NGOs on a range of human rights, development, and governance issues. She holds an
MSc in international development from the London School of Economics, a master’s
in European law from the University of Rennes I, an LLB in comparative English
and French law from Exeter University, and an LPC from BPP University. She has
also held positions as a consultant lawyer for AgDevCo, volunteer legal researcher at
GrupoFaro, and youth trustee for Self-Help Africa.

Rebecca GANG
International Rescue Committee l United States
Rebecca has been working in access to justice for 10 years,
specializing in areas of community-based dispute resolution,
institutional development, and legal aid in situations of crisis
and displacement. She has worked as a researcher on access
to justice, the links between state and non-state dispute
resolution, and social protection. Rebecca designed and taught a course on mediation
and legal development at the American University of Afghanistan, offered technical
advice during the establishment of the Afghan Independent Bar Association, and
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served with the Norwegian Refugee Council’s Legal Aid and Information Counseling
Program in Afghanistan and Uganda. Rebecca joined the International Rescue
Committee in 2012 as technical advisor for protection and rule of law, where she has
supported programs in Pakistan, Syria, and most recently the Horn and East Africa
region. Rebecca holds an LLM in rule of law and legal development from Harvard
Law School, a JD in human rights and international law from Northeastern University
School of Law-Boston, and a BA in religion, history, and gender in South Asia from
Oberlin College.

Olga HALCHENKO
International Renaissance Foundation l Ukraine
Olga works for the International Renaissance Foundation in the
ﬁeld of access to justice and legal empowerment of the poor.
She received her master’s degree in international public management from Sciences Po Paris in 2008 and returned to her
native country to pursue goals of democratization and human
development. Olga coordinates the network of Community Law Centers that provide
free primary legal aid to the population. Together with her network partners, she works
on different legal issues relevant to small communities: domestic violence prevention, anti-discrimination practices, land owner rights, legal education and information, and support to IDPs. Since 2015, she has been part of the team responsible for
bringing together primary (NGO) and secondary (government) free legal aid systems.
Olga is also deeply involved in recent events in Ukraine and supports her country in
many ways: she is a volunteer and helps raise funds and coordinates humanitarian
aid that provides necessary equipment to Ukrainian soldiers. Furthermore, Olga is
part of an ambitious project aimed at building up a system of free legal aid to mobilized people and participants of anti-terrorist operations in Eastern Ukraine.

Khalid HUSSAIN
Council of Minorities l Bangladesh
Khalid is a lawyer and human rights advocate who grew up in
Geneva Camp in Dhaka, Bangladesh. Since his youth, he has
been an advocate for the rights of the camp-dwelling Urduspeaking community of Bangladesh and other minority communities. Khalid is president of the Association of the Young
Generation of Urdu Speaking Community (AYGUSC), and is chief executive of the
Council of Minorities. The Council of Minorities was established in 2012 and is a
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Syed Aminul ISLAM
Supreme Court of Bangladesh l Bangladesh
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platform for minorities in Bangladesh based in Dhaka which promotes the rights
of minorities and indigenous peoples and the status of minorities and indigenous
peoples. The Association of Young Generation of Urdu Speaking Community is a
community-based organization working for the rights of Urdu speaking Bangladeshis.
Currently the Council of Minorities and NAMATI jointly implement a camp-based
paralegal project in Urdu speaking camps in Bangladesh.

Syed obtained a bachelor’s degree in law (LL.B Hons.) from
the University of Rajshahi, Bangladesh and then became a
member of Bangladesh Civil Service (Judicial) in 1983. Since
then he has been serving as a judge in different tiers of the
judiciary, working on trials of civil and criminal cases. While
he was acting as additional registrar of the High Court Division of the Supreme Court
of Bangladesh and District and Sessions Judge, Gazipur, he actively participated in
discussions with the World Bank representative and decision making processes of
matters relating to judicial capacity building. Through this, he gained experience in
the ﬁelds of case management, improvement in qualitative and quantitative clearingup of case backlogs, improving court environments, and infrastructural development
of courts having civil and criminal trial jurisdiction. He has also served as director
of the National Legal Aid Services Organization (NLASO) where he supervised,
controlled, and maintained legal aid services for poor and disadvantaged groups
across Bangladesh. He is now registrar general of the Supreme Court where he
supervises and controls all tiers of court at the district level and supports the work of
ofﬁcers and staff in the Supreme Court.

Nika JEIRANASHVILI
Open Society Foundation l Georgia
Nika is the human rights program manager at the Open Society
Georgia Foundation. Together with his team, Nika works on
the protection of fundamental rights in the criminal justice
ﬁeld. His primary work is focused on liberalization of criminal
justice policies, elimination of mistreatment and torture,
and guaranteeing due process. Nika is involved in ongoing reforms of Georgia’s law
enforcement agencies and judiciary, as well as in the development and monitoring
of a national human rights action plan. He is a member of the Criminal Justice
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Interagency Coordinating Council, National Human Rights Council, and several civil
society coalitions and working groups on justice-related matters. In addition, Nika
is an advisor to international organizations and independent experts on legal reform
and human rights issues. He is the co-author of a comprehensive report on the use of
torture in prison during Georgia’s prison reform, and editor of several publications on
witness interrogation rules, suspects’ procedural rights, and independent investigative
mechanisms. Nika is strongly involved in implementing civic advocacy campaigns on
some of the most critical issues in Georgia, such as the electoral code and party
ﬁnancing legislation, secret surveillance, and independent investigation.

Maha JWEIED
U.S. Department of Justice–Ofﬁce for Access to Justice l
United States
Maha is a deputy director for the Ofﬁce for Access to Justice
at the U.S. Department of Justice where she oversees the
ofﬁce’s tribal justice and international work. Previously, she
was a senior attorney-advisor at the U.S. Commission on Civil
Rights, a litigation associate at Arent Fox LLP, and spent time at Mizan Law Group
for Human Rights, a legal aid ofﬁce in Amman, Jordan. She served as a law clerk to
Judge Shahabuddeen of the Appeals Chamber of the International Criminal Tribunal
for the former Yugoslavia. Maha received her JD from Columbia Law School, LLM
from the London School of Economics, and BA from George Washington University.

Elizabeth KEITH
Pro Bono Net l United States
Liz is program director at Pro Bono Net, a U.S.-based national
nonproﬁt organization dedicated to developing innovative
technology and forging collaborations to increase access to
justice. In her role at Pro Bono Net, Liz oversees the design
and delivery of programs that help legal advocates make a
stronger impact, increase volunteer participation, and empower the public with legal
resources and self-help tools. She joined Pro Bono Net in December 2004 as a
LawHelp Circuit Rider, supporting partnerships in 25 states to provide individuals
with limited means with innovative online tools to exercise their legal rights. She
previously managed communications, development, and outreach initiatives at the
Maine Women’s Policy Center, focusing on legislation impacting women’s health,
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Mara KIMMEL
Alaska Paciﬁc University l United States
Mara is the Walter J. Hickel Professor of Strategic Development
and Entrepreneurship at Alaska Paciﬁc University. She is a
senior fellow at the Institute of the North, and a PhD candidate
at Central European University studying the intersection of land
rights, governance, and wellbeing in Alaskan communities.
Mara has had a long career in Alaskan public policy focused on issues of rights and
justice, and has been a member of the faculty of the Department of Political Science
at the University of Alaska, Anchorage. Mara has practiced law in Alaska since 1996,
and co-founded the Alaska Institute for Justice, Alaska’s only non-proﬁt agency
providing low cost immigration legal services, language access services, and research
and policy analysis on issues impacting human rights in Alaska. Prior to becoming a
lawyer, Mara worked with Alaska native tribes on environmental governance issues.
Mara is the recipient of the Alaska Bar Association’s Distinguished Service Award and
currently serves on the Supreme Court’s Access to Civil Justice Committee. In addition
to her PhD candidacy, Mara has a JD from the University of Minnesota, a master’s
degree from the University of Alaska Fairbanks (Natural Resources Management),
and a bachelor’s degree from the University of California (political science).
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economic security, and freedom from violence. Liz received a self-tailored master’s
degree in community informatics from the University of Michigan, where she was
a consultant to community information projects for the Digital Partners Social
Enterprise Laboratory and the Alliance for Community Technology in Haiti and Chile.

Wilson KIPKAZI
Endorois Welfare Council l Kenya
Wilson has been working with Endorois Welfare Council, a
community-based organization based in Baringo, Nakuru,
and Laikipia counties in Kenya, as the executive director for
over 10 years. He promotes human and land rights among the
Endorois community. He is also the elected chairman of the
National Council of NGOs, a statutory body established through an act of Parliament.
He previously worked with the Kenya Commercial Bank for 12 years as a ﬁnance and
loans ofﬁcer. Wilson served as director with Kenya Cooperative Creameries between
2004 and 2005, and was also appointed commissioner of the Poverty Eradication
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Commission between 2008 and 2012 and chairman from 2013 to 2015. Wilson is
a human rights defender and is passionate about working with the underprivileged
in society and seeking justice and reconciliation for sustainable development. He
holds a BA in community development and resource mobilization from the European
Business School, London and a certiﬁcate in indigenous peoples rights in Africa from
the University of Pretoria.

Inacio MALIMANE
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention l Mozambique
Inacio is a medical doctor currently completing his master in
public health at Eduardo Mondlane University, Mozambique.
Inacio works for CDC in Mozambique as the community
clinical linkages advisor. Prior to CDC, he worked with the
Mozambican Ministry of Health as a medical ofﬁcer where
he supported the improvement of access to health services for various community
delivered interventions. He has also been working with communities in order improve
patient literacy and patient retention in HIV clinics. Inacio is deeply involved with
CDC site improvement through a monitoring system project, which helps to ensure
that health providers are providing quality care services respecting patients’ rights.

Richard MOKOLO
Orange Farm Human Rights Advice Centre l South Africa
Richard is a paralegal and activist, providing general advice
to Orange Farm and the surrounding community. He is also a
mediator and counselor and facilitates workshops and seminars, and promotes access to justice by taking part in community radio programs. He is a chairperson of the Association
of Gauteng Advice Ofﬁce and serves on the National Council of the Association of
Community Advice Ofﬁces SA. He is also active in social movements to promote
social justice, dealing with issues such as housing and eviction cases, labor issues,
land claims, domestic violence, racism, and xenophobia. His paralegal work mainly
focused on disadvantaged and vulnerable groups.
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Bar Hostess Empowerment and Support Program l Kenya
Peninah is the executive director of the Bar Hostess Empowerment and Support Program (BHESP), an NGO for sex workers
in Kenya founded in 1998. BHESP works in the area of HIV
prevention care and support for infected and affected bar
hostesses and sex workers as well as human rights and sex
workers’ rights promotion in Kenya. Peninah is currently the chairperson of Africa Sex
Workers Alliance (ASWA). She is active in sex workers’ rights advocacy at the national,
regional, and global levels, representing sex workers at various high-level UN meetings.
BHESP has been recognized by NSWP and UNAIDS as a best practice model for its
approach in incorporating HIV prevention and human rights of sex workers. Peninah is
a member of the WHO Sex Workers guidelines for the low and middle income countries
development group 2012 and is the co-author of several publications on sex work. She
also played a key role in the development of the Kenya Human Rights Commission
Strategic Plan 2010 – 2015. Peninah holds a master’s in entrepreneurship and a
bachelor of arts in sociology, both from Kenyatta University. She was listed for the
2015 Namati Justice Prize and received an award in the courage category.
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Nikole NELSON
Alaska Legal Services Corporation l United States
Nikole is the executive director of Alaska Legal Services
Corporation (ALSC), a non-proﬁt law ﬁrm that provides
free legal assistance to low-income Alaskans and the 229
indigenous tribal communities that are scattered across the
vast and remote state of Alaska. In this role, Nikole oversees
over 30 legal advocates (both lawyers and paralegals) in 11 ofﬁces who collectively
focus on assuring that all Alaskans have meaningful access to the justice system.
Nikole joined ALSC in 1998 as a staff attorney shortly after graduating from law
school and became ALSC’s executive director in 2010. In 2014, Nikole was an
inaugural fellow for the Public Welfare Foundation’s Where Health Meets Justice
Fellowship where she focused on aligning healthcare and justice systems to effectively
address social determinants of health in rural Alaska. She is a member of the Alaska
Supreme Court Advisory Committee on Access to Civil Justice and the Alaska Bar
Association’s Pro Bono Services Committee. She has served on Anchorage’s Housing
and Neighborhood Development Commission since 2012, and currently co-chairs
that Commission’s Oversight Subcommittee on Homelessness.
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Lury NKOUESSOM
Carter Center Access to Justice Program l Liberia
Lury is the project lead for the Carter Center’s Community
Justice Advisors (CJA) program. He mentors, trains, and
provides day-to-day legal guidance to program staff and
customary leaders. He previously served as legal ofﬁcer with
the United Nations Mission in Liberia where he monitored
the legal and judicial systems, provided advice to legal actors, prepared reports on
legal issues, and conducted training sessions. Lury holds a bachelor of law from
the University of Yaoundé II in the Republic of Cameroon and a master’s degree in
international relations from the International Relations Institute of Cameroon.

Allison O’NEILL
Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria l
Switzerland
Allison has worked as a legal ofﬁcer in the Legal and Compliance
Department at the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis
and Malaria since 2011. Her current responsibilities focus
on institutional matters and legal and reputational risk
management, and include advising on board and governance activities; documenting
collaborative activities with partner organizations; integrating ethics and integrity
compliance into operations; addressing supplier misconduct; and have included
supporting building human rights considerations into grant implementation. Prior to
joining the Global Fund, she was an associate in a large, international law ﬁrm based
in New York representing clients on complex, international banking and corporate
ﬁnance transactions. She has a law degree from Cornell Law School with a focus on
public international law.

Karuna ONTA
Department for International Development (DFID) l Nepal
Karuna holds a PhD in social psychology and currently works
as a social development advisor in the DFID’s Nepal Ofﬁce.
Karuna has over 15 years of experience working in the ﬁeld
of development in Nepal, India, Afghanistan, Bangladesh,
and Vietnam. She began her career by teaching in the
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Psychology Department of Tribhuwan University, and gradually moved on to the
non-governmental organization sector. She worked for the Johns Hopkins University/
Population Communication Services and Academy for Educational Development for
12 years designing and implementing programs on women’s health and reproductive
rights. She also worked in the UNICEF Regional Ofﬁce of South Asia developing
a behavior change communication strategy on promotion of maternal and child
health nutrition in the region. She has technical expertise in several areas including
women’s empowerment, gender equality and social inclusion, gender-based violence
against women and girls, and community-based psychosocial support to women and
vulnerable populations. Karuna currently serves on the board of Jalvikas Srot/Nepal
Water Partnership and is a general member of the Nepal Public Health Foundation.

Neetu POKHAREL
Alliance for Social Dialogue l Nepal
Neetu is the program ofﬁcer at the Alliance for Social Dialogue
(ASD) responsible for facilitating grant making and providing
strategic support to the partners of the Women’s Rights Program
and the Access to Justice Program in Nepal. Neetu supports
the work of national and community-based organizations to
promote women’s rights and access to justice for poor and marginalized groups.
She has been engaged in policy advocacy, collaborations with the government, and
research related to access to justice and legal identity in Nepal. She also works to
empower community paralegals that facilitate marginalized groups’ access to justice
and legal identity documents. Neetu holds a master’s degree in conﬂict, peace and
development studies (CPDS) from the University of Ruhuna, Sri Lanka.

Tetiana SHAPKOVSKA
United Nations Development Program l Ukraine
Tetiana is a reconciliation and social cohesion advisor for the
UNDP Project on Restoration of Governance and Reconciliation
in crisis-affected communities of Ukraine. Her current duties
include the development of public councils attached to local
government structures; establishment of citizens advice
bureaus; support of local dialogue and trust-building within communities; public
consultation and hearings; and assisting authorities on local, district, and oblast
levels to develop conﬂict-sensitive communication strategies and public awareness
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(gender-based approach). Tetiana has also been leading and facilitating working
groups on community security as part of the UNDP effort to review and revise the
regional development strategies of two crisis-affected oblasts. Previously she worked
as a project manager in EBRD-Ukrainian projects. She holds a master’s degree
in philology and economics. Since 2010, she has been an active member of the
International Women Organization. She is also a certiﬁed coach and a business
trainer (TOT social-humanitarian cases).

Sabin SHRESTHA
Forum for Women, Law and Development l Nepal
Sabin is an advocate and the executive director of the Forum
for Women, Law & Development (FWLD). He has been working
in the ﬁeld of law reform and policy development primarily
on matters relating to discrimination against women and
marginalized groups. Sabin is also known as a champion
for advocating for equal citizenship rights and has been involved in research on
citizenship. Apart from his extensive work in the ﬁeld of advocacy of citizenship
issues, Sabin also works in the promotion and protection of economic and social
rights in Nepal. Along with years of experience in public interest litigation on various
human rights issues and laws, Sabin was involved in providing paralegal trainings
alongside paralegal committees to more than 500 district resource groups and has
also worked towards preparing the paralegal manual.

Mykola SIOMA
Ukrainian Legal Aid Foundation l Ukraine
Mykola is the executive director of the Ukrainian Legal
Aid Foundation (ULAF) that develops and disseminates
best practices of ensuring equal legal opportunities in the
protection of human rights. As a researcher he has a special
interest in the roots of Anglo-American legal positivism and its
connection to the lex naturalis doctrine. In 2014, he defended his PhD thesis and
started to teach two courses in Kyiv-Mohyla Academy (philosophy of law & ancient
philosophy). Mykola is also the author of many publications concerning sensitive
issues of analytical jurisprudence. He is engaged in various projects at ULAF on the
implementation of the right to a fair trial and the protection of human rights and
fundamental freedoms.
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National Alliance for the Development of Community
Advice Ofﬁce l South Africa
Hamadziripi heads policy and research at the National Alliance
for the Development of Community Advice Ofﬁces (Nadcao), a
South African-based non-proﬁt working on access to justice.
Nadcao works to advance the recognition and sustainability of
community advice ofﬁces in South Africa. In this role Hamadziripi leads on applied
policy analysis and research, resource mobilization, and advocacy as it relates to the
community advice ofﬁce sector in the country. Previously, Hamadziripi was based in
the Governance, Crime and Justice Division of the Institute for Security Studies—an
African based think tank with headquarters in Pretoria. In that role he was involved in
research projects and applied policy analysis in the areas of governance and justice
and corruption and integrity. He also shaped discussions and opinions on these
issues through convening various workshops and seminars and providing analysis on
national and global media platforms. Hamadziripi holds a PhD in sociology.
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David S. UDELL
National Center for Access to Justice l United States
David is the executive director of the National Center for
Access to Justice (NCAJ), a policy advocacy NGO housed at the
Cardozo Law School in New York City that, among its projects,
has created and maintains the Justice Index, a new online
tool using data, metrics, and state-to-state comparisons to
advance the civil legal aid reform movement in the U.S. David was founding director
of the Justice Program of the Brennan Center for Justice at New York University Law
School, and was previously a senior attorney at Legal Services for the Elderly (NY)
and a managing attorney at MFY Legal Services (NY). He is a member of the New
York Court System’s Committee on Non-Lawyers and the Justice Gap, the New York
County Lawyers’ Justice Center Advisory Board, the Voices for Civil Justice Advisory
Board, and a former member of the New York City Bar Association’s Committee on
Professional Responsibility and Committee on Pro Bono and Legal Services. David is
a 1982 graduate of New York University Law School.
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Carsten WEBER
UN Department for Peacekeeping Operations l Germany
Carsten holds a law degree from Münster University and began
his international career in 1998. Starting in 1999, he worked
for the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe
(OSCE) in Kosovo (positions included, inter alia, head of Rule
of Law Division and subsequently director of Human Rights &
Rule of Law Department). In 2005 he started his assignment as rule of law advisor
and later coordinator of the Corrections Program in the former UN peacekeeping
operation MONUC in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. In 2008, Carsten
returned to the OSCE, where he headed the Rule of Law Unit of the organization’s
Ofﬁce for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights in Warsaw. From 2011 he
headed the Administration of Justice Support Unit of the former UN peacekeeping
operation in Timor-Leste (UNMIT) until the Mission’s closure in 2012. Carsten is
currently the team leader/chief of DPKO’s Justice and Corrections Standing Capacity
(JCSC) based at the United Nations Global Service Centre in Brindisi, Italy. While
there, he was deployed to, inter alia, Somalia (UNSOM) and the Central African
Republic (MINUSCA) to establish the respective missions’ rule of law components, in
addition to deployments to Darfur and short expert missions to Libya, Guinea-Bissau,
Darfur, and Abyei.

Lisa WINTERSTEIGER
Law for Life–the Foundation for Public Legal Education l
United Kingdom
Lisa is the chief executive and co-founder of Law for Life–The
Foundation for Public Legal Education based in the UK. She
has 20 years’ expertise as an advocate, caseworker, trainer, and
educator in civil and social welfare law. She has the experience
of developing community-based law curricula, youth and community development
work, and teaching in a range of community settings. Lisa has developed EU crossborder programs and provided access to justice policy advice and consultancy to UK
and international bodies and published research in the ﬁeld of public legal education
since 2008. She is currently researching a PhD in law and critical theory and coconvenes clinical teaching at Birkbeck College School of Law, University of London.
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University of Dhaka, Department of Law l Bangladesh
Taslima is a lawyer and a legal academic who holds an
LLM from University College London under the prestigious
Chevening Scholarship Program. She earned a second LLM in
human rights law from the University of Dhaka where she is
currently working as an assistant professor. Taslima has a long
afﬁliation with various legal aid and human rights based organizations working in
Bangladesh and has a broad research portfolio on human rights issues as well as on
law reforms. She has extensively published in prestigious national and international
journals. One of her recently published works which has received much acclaim is
on the vested or “enemy” property laws in Bangladesh—a subject which has been
long used by the state authorities as an instrument to deprive minority communities
of their land rights. For her research article on public legal education she received
the prestigious UGC Award in 2015 from the Honorable President of Bangladesh.
Her areas of research expertise include public legal education, labor law and related
rights, violence against women, children’s rights, and family law.
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Nani ZULMINARNI
PEKKA–Women Headed Family Empowerment l Indonesia
Nani has almost 30 years of experience in women’s empowerment, using various means including socio-economic and political empowerment. As a gender and development specialist,
popular educator, and activist, Nani’s passion is community
organizing and the economic and political empowerment of
women. In 2001, Nani founded PEKKA–Women-Headed Family Empowerment, an
organization that supports over 26,000 rural widows and abandoned and divorced
women in more than 700 villages in 20 provinces in Indonesia. PEKKA assists its
members in getting access to different livelihood resources, engaging in decisionmaking processes at different levels, and accessing justice. Training leaders to become paralegals is one of PEKKA’s strategies in access to justice work.
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STAFF
Open Society Justice Initiative
Zsanett BORSOS
Open Society Justice Initiative l Hungary
Zsanett is the program associate on the legal empowerment
project of the Open Society Justice Initiative. Based in the
Budapest ofﬁce, Zsanett received her bachelor’s degree in
international relations and history from Western Maryland
College and her master’s degree in Arab Gulf studies at the
University of Exeter. Zsanett previously worked as a personal assistant to the CEO
of the Hungarian subsidiary of a multinational corporation. She has interned with
the American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee in the United States, and the
European Roma Rights Centre and the International Center for Not-for-Proﬁt Law,
both located in Budapest.

Sumaiya ISLAM
Open Society Justice Initiative l United Kingdom
Sumaiya guides the work of the Open Society Justice Initiative
in Asia around strengthening access to justice services for
vulnerable people. Her work focuses on the development of
legal empowerment and access to justice policy frameworks
and projects. Sumaiya started as a community advocate in
Los Angeles in 2005, focusing on civil rights issues and organizing communities
around tenants and immigrant rights. Her work experience includes managing and
developing legal empowerment projects in Indonesia, Bangladesh, Nepal, Sierra
Leone, and Pakistan. She served as a community scholar at the University of
California Los Angeles. Sumaiya has an MA in conﬂict resolution in divided societies
from Kings College London and a BA in economics and chemistry (law track) from
Indiana University of Pennsylvania. Her research interests include ethno-religious
conﬂict, post-colonial democracies, white privilege, and the political economy of
international development.
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Open Society Justice Initiative l Georgia
As the director of the Open Society Justice Initiative’s
Budapest ofﬁce, Zaza oversees activities on legal aid and
defendants’ rights and legal empowerment and capacity. He
previously served as staff attorney and, later, deputy director
of the Open Society Institute’s Constitutional and Legal Policy
Institute, where he designed and oversaw projects in constitutional and judicial
reforms and student law clinics and human rights litigation capacity building in
Central and Eastern Europe and Central Asia. Zaza has worked for the Center for the
Study of Constitutionalism in Eastern Europe, the Central Electoral Commission of
Georgia, and was a member of the State Constitutional Commission of Georgia. He
graduated from the Law Faculty of Tbilisi State University, studied in the Comparative
Constitutionalism Program of the Central European University, and earned an LLM
from the University of Chicago Law School.
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Ostalinda Maya OVALLE
Open Society Justice Initiative l Spain
Maya manages Legal Empowerment of Roma Communities, a
joint project of the Roma Initiatives Ofﬁce and the Open Society
Justice Initiative. For the past 10 years she has worked with
Roma communities across Europe to challenge discrimination.
Before joining the Foundations in October 2012, she worked
as a coordinator at the Spanish Federation of Romani Women where she conducted
the ﬁrst research study on school segregation of Roma pupils in Spain. Previously,
she was research and advocacy coordinator at the European Roma Rights Centre in
Budapest, where she implemented projects tackling the overrepresentation of Roma
children in child protection systems, human trafﬁcking, and the rights of Roma
women to education, employment, healthcare, and protection against violence.
She has also been involved in grassroots work on education and health in Mexico
and Kosovo. Maya holds a degree in social anthropology and development from the
University of Sussex and a postgraduate law diploma from the University of Law, UK.
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Lotta TEALE
Open Society Justice Initiative l United Kingdom
Lotta is project manager for global legal empowerment with
the Open Society Justice Initiative. She manages a series of
pilot legal empowerment projects, leads a team providing
technical advice on designing and implementing high quality
community-based justice services, and works to integrate legal
empowerment into broader development agendas and bring together a global network
of practitioners. Particular areas of specialization include Ukraine, Sierra Leone,
Pakistan, Egypt, gender, Roma, and scaling up of services nationwide. Previously,
Lotta managed the Justice Initiative’s legal empowerment work in Sierra Leone, setting
up a nationwide paralegal network across several organizations, recognized by the
government, that serve 36% of the country. Prior to joining OSF, she worked in Sierra
Leone as gender-based violence legal program manager for the International Rescue
Committee, consultant to the International Centre for Transitional Justice focusing on
access to justice for women, and special assistant to the registrar at the Special Court
for Sierra Leone. Lotta is qualiﬁed as a barrister in England specializing in family law.

NAMATI
Stacey CRAM
Global Advocacy Specialist l United Kingdom
Stacey has advised and lobbied on national and global policy
development across a range of thematic issues. She is currently
working on the UN Post-2015 process to ensure that citizen
priorities inﬂuence the agenda, with a strong focus on justice,
governance and the data revolution. She joined Namati from
Restless Development where she was the Head of Global Policy and Practice, leading
on their Post-2015 work. Previously, she has supported national civil society organisations, governments and multilateral organisations to develop education, youth, information and gender policies and to create citizen feedback mechanisms. In Nigeria,
she worked for DFID’s Education Programme, supporting stakeholders to strengthen
accountability mechanisms to deliver quality, inclusive education and advance civil
society organisations capacities in research, advocacy and policy engagement. Stacey
holds an MA in international relations from the University of St Andrews and an MSc
in global governance and public policy from Birkbeck College, University of London.
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Global Network & Data Program Associate l United States
Katie has experience in international affairs, grassroots
organizing, and education and health non-proﬁts. Together,
these have instilled in Katie a passion for working with local
communities to create lasting positive change. Before joining
Namati, Katie worked as a consultant for an education start-up
in Beijing, coordinated partnerships for a community health non-proﬁt based in Mali,
interned in the U.S. House of Representatives, and worked as a ﬁeld organizer for a
presidential campaign. Katie holds a BA in Political Science, Phi Beta Kappa, from
Brown University.
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Katie HILL

Manju MENON
Director, Environmental Justice Program l India
Manju has researched environmental decision making processes
in the regulatory and public arenas since the completion of her
master’s program at the Tata Institute of Social Sciences in
1998. Her areas of work are the environmental law making and
implementation processes related to the siting and regulation
of infrastructure projects. She is currently a PhD candidate at the Centre for Studies in
Science Policy, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. She was awarded the NehruFulbright fellowship in 2011 and is currently based at the Anthropology Department,
Yale University, for the writing of her thesis. She has been a member of Kalpavriksh,
an environment research group, since 2000. She has written on environment related
subjects for the popular media and has several publications to her credit.

Abigail MOY
Director, Global Legal Empowerment Network l
United States
Abigail has worked with access to justice programs in Africa,
Latin America, and South Asia, in cooperation with the World
Bank, The Asia Foundation, Fundacion Soros-Guatemala, and
Timap for Justice. She previously clerked for the Hon. David
H. Coar in the Northern District of Illinois, served in the Ofﬁce of the Legal Adviser at
the United States Department of State, and worked in the New York ofﬁce of White
& Case, LLP. Abigail was awarded a Fulbright Fellowship, graduated cum laude from
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Harvard Law School, and holds a master’s degree in law and development from the
Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy.

Indira SARMA
Chief Operating Ofﬁcer l United States
Indira brings over a decade of experience at the nexus of
programming, operations, and resource development with international NGOs. She most recently served as the associate
director for New Program Development at Jhpiego/Johns Hopkins University, where she spent ﬁve years leading efforts in
proposal development, program design, and technical writing for maternal/newborn
health and HIV programs worldwide. She was the lead author for Jhpiego’s successful $500 million dollar proposal for USAID’s Maternal and Child Survival Program,
the U.S. government’s ﬂagship effort to end preventable maternal and child deaths
around the world. From 2004 to 2008, she worked on public health and humanitarian aid programs with CARE across Asia and Africa, including a year managing resource development for CARE’s emergency operations in Darfur, Sudan. Indira holds
a bachelors degree in social studies from Harvard University and a masters in public
health from Johns Hopkins University.

Ye YINT
Program Ofﬁcer l Myanmar
Ye Yint brings eight years of experience working in community development programs focused on HIV/AIDS, women’s
rights, and public health. He has managed programs aimed
at increasing access to public services and strengthening social protections for at-risk populations, particularly women and
children. He is looking forward to building on his experiences in community development through Namati’s legal empowerment program in Myanmar. Ye Yint holds an
LLB from University of Distance Education in Yangon, and is currently in his second
year of his MPA at the Yangon Institute of Economics.
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Bernhard KNOLL-TUDOR
Director, SPP Global Policy Academy; Adjunct Professor l
Austria
Prior to his appointment as director of SPP’s Global Policy
Academy, Bernhard worked for the OSCE, an international
organization devoted to “hard” security as well as to human
rights diplomacy. He was involved in policy design and public
relations, both at the level of ﬁeld missions (Bosnia & Herzegovina, 1999–2000;
Kosovo, 2000–2002) and at the OSCE Ofﬁce for Democratic Institutions and Human
Rights (ODIHR) in Warsaw (2006–2012). He has held positions at the European
Union Monitoring Mission (deputy head, Political and Information Division, Bosnia
& Herzegovina, 1998); the United Nations Administration Mission in Kosovo
(acting Temporary Media Commissioner, 2003), and with the Austrian Ministry
of Foreign Affairs (Political Directorate, desk ofﬁcer for EU accession countries,
2005–6). Bernhard earned a master in law at the University of Vienna and an MA
in international relations and economics at Johns Hopkins/SAIS with a focus on IR
theory (Bologna and Washington, D.C.). He obtained his PhD from the European
University Institute in Florence, Italy, and is the author of Legal Status of Territories
Subject to Administration of International Organisations (Cambridge University
Press, 2008). Bernhard has published widely on human rights protection in postconﬂict situations in leading academic journals, including the European Journal of
International Law and the Leiden Journal of International Law. He was awarded the
highest prize in Austrian radio journalism in 1992. He teaches SPP’s course in public
international law starting in winter term 2016.
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Tanja K. MANNERS
Senior Program Manager, SPP Global Policy Academy l
United States/Slovenia
Tanja spent the past decade working in education both in front
of the classroom and behind the scenes, teaching mathematics
in Micronesia and Austria and working in administration at the
Institute of Education, University College London, and King’s
College London. She has a degree in applied mathematics from Brown University and
a master’s degree in comparative education from the Institute of Education of the
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University of London. She has recently moved to Hungary after spending a year as an
education consultant in Shanghai.

Livia MARSCHALL
Program Coordinator, SPP Global Policy Academy l
Hungary
Lívia joined CEU as a program assistant at the Roma Access
Programs Unit in 2014. She was appointed to her present
role as part-time program coordinator at SPP’s Global Policy
Academy in 2015. She holds an MA in cultural anthropology
and English language and literature from Eötvös Loránd University (ELTE) in
Budapest. During her university years, she conducted ﬁeldwork in a Hungarian Roma
community and has participated in various Roma advocacy projects. Livia is also
currently working as a curator at Gallery8 – Roma Contemporary Art Space.

Ilona PUSKAS
Events Manager and Program Assistant, SPP Global
Policy Academy l Hungary
As a devoted communications professional, Ilona liaises with
creative practitioners, the business sector, and the media. She
has a background in cultural project management. Involved in
contemporary ﬁne art, she has been researching the role of the
curator in facilitating sustainability and solidarity in curatorial praxis. She earned an
MA in art and design management from the Moholy-Nagy University of Art and Design
and a BA in communication and media studies (specialization in journalism) from
Eötvös Loránd University (ELTE) in Budapest.
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The Open Society Justice Initiative uses law to protect and empower
people around the world, supporting the values and work of the Open
Society Foundations. Through litigation, advocacy, research, and technical assistance, we strive to secure legal remedies for human rights
abuses and promote effective enforcement of the rule of law. Justice
Initiative lawyers have represented scores of individuals before domestic
and international courts, in cases that have sought not only to vindicate
individual claims, but to establish and strengthen the law’s protection
for all. The Justice Initiative documents violations, proposes solutions,
engages policymakers, and offers assistance that draws on our global
legal experience. Its efforts focus on accountability for international
crimes, racial discrimination and statelessness, criminal justice reform,
abuses related to national security and counterterrorism, the promotion of freedom of information and expression, and combating natural
resource-related corruption.

Organizers

Open Society Justice Initiative

CEU School of Public Policy, Global Policy Academy
SPP’s Global Policy Academy (GPA) organizes academically rigorous
and policy-relevant courses that are designed not as traditional training
seminars but as hubs for sectoral dialogue and experience exchange.
The Academy leverages the broad and deep expertise of SPP faculty
to address the needs of policy professionals who wish to broaden their
knowledge as they serve the public good. Participants from the public,
private, and nonproﬁt sectors enroll in GPA courses to gain relevant
practice-oriented skills grounded in research-based knowledge. They
also take advantage of the School’s global reach to grow and enrich their
professional networks in an exceptional learning environment.
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BRAC University
BRAC University (BRACU) was established in 2001. It follows a liberal
arts approach to education which nurtures fresh ideas and gives new
impetus in the ﬁeld of tertiary education. Building on BRAC’s experience
of seeking solution to challenges posed by extreme poverty, BRACU
hopes to instill in its students a commitment to working towards national
development and progress. The mission of BRAC University is to foster
the national development process through the creation of a centre of
excellence in higher education that is responsive to society’s needs, and
able to develop creative leaders and actively contributes to learning and
creation of knowledge.

Namati
In a world where billions of people live outside the protection of the
law, Namati is building a global movement of grassroots legal advocates
who work with communities to advance justice. Trained in basic law
and in skills like mediation, organizing, education, and advocacy, these
“community paralegals” form a dynamic, creative frontline that can
engage formal and traditional institutions alike. Across the world, they
are empowering people to protect their land, access essential services,
and take part in the decisions that govern their lives. Namati has built
paralegal efforts with local partner organizations in eight countries.
We collect data rigorously on every case and use that information to
advocate for systemic, large-scale reforms. Namati hosts a network of
500 organizations from every region in the world, and is fostering greater
learning and collaboration among these groups. Together, we are growing
a mature global ﬁeld around legal empowerment.
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Open Society Justice Initiative
224 West 57th Street, New York, NY 10019, USA
Phone: +1 212 548 0600
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/about/programs/
open-society-justice-initiative

School of Public Policy at Central European University
Nádor utca 9, H–1051 Budapest, Hungary
Phone/Fax: +36 1 327 3110
Email: gpa@spp.ceu.edu
http://spp.ceu.edu

Namati Global
1710 Rhode Island Ave NW, Suite 900
Washington, D.C. 20036 USA
Phone: +1 202 888 1086
https://namati.org/

BRAC University
66 Bir Uttam AK Khandakar Road
Dhaka 1212, Bangladesh
Email: info@bracu.ac.bd/
http://www.bracu.ac.bd/
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